The Parish Church of St Matthew
Northampton

Passion Sunday
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

A Mass offered for the Parish Community
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Sunday 29th March 2020
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Order of Service

¶
Priest
All

The Gathering
† In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Greeting
All

The Lord our redeemer be with you
and also with you.
The service is introduced

Prayers of Penitence
Invitation to Confession
God shows his love for us
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let us then show our love for him
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
Silence is kept

Kyrie Confession

All

O God, you know my foolishness
and my sins are not hidden from you:
Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

All

Let not the flood overwhelm me nor the depths swallow me up;
let not the pit shut its mouth upon me:
Christe eleison.
Christe eleison.
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All

Hear me, O Lord, as your loving kindness is good;
turn to me as your compassion is great:
Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

Absolution

All

May the Father † forgive us
by the death of his Son
and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit
all our days.
Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray.

All

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Brothers and sisters in Christ,
as Holy Week draws near let us continue our Lenten journey
and receive into our hearts and minds
the living word of the Lord as it is proclaimed to us.
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¶

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
Reader

Romans 8.6-11

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit[a] is life and
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130
Response

My soul waits for the Lord.
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice;
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss,
O Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you shall be feared. Response
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord,
more than the night watch for the morning,
more than the night watch for the morning. Response
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O Israel, wait for the Lord,
for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him is plenteous redemption
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. Response

Holy Gospel

John 11.1-45

Acclamation

All

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted him
and given him the name that is above every name.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Priest
All

The Lord our redeemer be with you
and also with you.

All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to
Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may
be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said
to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going
there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying
this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that
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he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is
dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us
also go, that we may die with him.’
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.’
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed
in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him,
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved
him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for
four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and
said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but
I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus,
come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
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Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did, believed in him.
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Homily

At the end, there may be a time of quiet reflection

Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
All

Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

6

Prayers of the Faithful
Priest

On this day that the Lord has made
let us give God the glory,
who suffered on the Cross for the world’s redemption.

All

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For grace to seek out those habits of sin
which mean spiritual death,
and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For Christian people,
that through the suffering of disunity
there may grow a rich union in Christ,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them,
that our common life may be ordered in justice and mercy.
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For those who still make Jerusalem a battleground,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For those who have the courage and honesty to work openly
for justice and peace,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For those in the darkness and agony of isolation,
that they may find support and encouragement,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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All

For those who, weighted down with hardship, failure, or sorrow,
feel that God is far from them,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

All

¶

That we, with those who have died in faith,
may find mercy in the day of Christ,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Sign of Peace
Once we were far off
but now in union with Christ Jesus
we have been brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood,
for he is our peace.
All

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

The Offertory
The altar is prepared
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Invitation to Prayer

All

Pray, my brothers and sisters,
that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his Church.

Prayer over the Gifts

All

Hear us, almighty God,
and, having instilled in your servants
the teachings of the Christian faith,
graciously purify them by the working of this sacrifice.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
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He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and singing:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Priest

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,
who, in your tender mercy,
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction
for the sins of the whole world;
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again.
Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,
and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution,
in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
The Priest elevates the Host, and genuflects
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In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
The Priest elevates the Chalice, and genuflects

All

Jesus Christ is Lord.
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,
in remembrance of the precious death and passion,
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension
of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving.
Grant that by his merits and death,
and through faith in his blood,
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins
and all other benefits of his passion.
Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,
to offer you any sacrifice,
yet we pray that you will accept this
the duty and service that we owe.
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences,
and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;

All

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Blessed Sacrament is elevated and bells are rung
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The Lord’s Prayer
Standing at the foot of the cross
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
All

We break this bread,
communion in Christ’s body once broken.

Agnus Dei
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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Invitation to Communion
All

Come and receive the living Lord.
May we live in him and he in us.
The priest receives Holy Communion

Giving of Communion
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Words at the distribution:
The body of Christ, broken for you.
Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion
There may follow a period for silent prayer and reflection
Priest

Let us pray:

All

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Notices for the Community

¶
All

Sending Out
The Lord our redeemer be with you
and also with you.

Solemn Blessing

All

May the Father,
who so loved the word that he gave his only Son,
bring you by faith to his eternal life.
Amen.

All

May the Son,
who accepted the cup of sacrifice
in obedience to the Father’s will,
keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of the cross.
Amen.

All

May the Spirit,
who strengthens us to suffer with Christ
that we may share his glory,
set your minds on life and peace.
Amen.

All

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
All

The Mass is ended, go in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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