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Order of Service 
 
 

¶  The Gathering      

 

Priest     † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All    Amen. 

     
 

The Greeting 
 
    The Lord of glory be with you 

All    and also with you. 
 

    Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
All    From the rising of the sun to its setting 

    your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 

    The service is introduced 
 

 

 

Invitation to Confession 
 
    The grace of God has dawned upon the world 

    through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
    who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
    Let us confess our sins. 

 
    Silence is kept 

 
 

  



 2 

Kyrie Confession 
 
    God be gracious to us and bless us, 

    and make your face shine upon us: 
 

    Kyrie eleison. 

All    Kyrie eleison. 
 

    May your ways be known on the earth, 
    your saving power among the nations:  
 

    Christe eleison. 

All    Christe eleison. 
 
    You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 

    and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
 

    Kyrie eleison. 
All    Kyrie eleison. 

      
 

Absolution 
 
    May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

    draw you to himself, 
    and cleanse † you from all your sins 

    that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
    the Word made flesh, 

    Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All    Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
        
All    Glory to God in the highest, 

               and peace to his people on earth. 
 

    Lord God, heavenly King,  
    almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you,  

    we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 

 
    Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

    Lord God, Lamb of God, 
    you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 
    you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 
 

    For you alone are the Holy One, 
    you alone are the Lord, 

    you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father.  
    Amen. 
 

 

The Collect 
 
    Grateful for the glory revealed today through God made flesh,  

    let us pray. 
 

    O God, who by the leading of a star 
    manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

    mercifully grant that we, 
    who know you now by faith, 
    may at last behold your glory face to face; 

    through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
    one God, now and for ever. 

All    Amen.    
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¶  The Liturgy of the Word           

                     

First Reading    Isaiah 60:1-6 

 
Reader   A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 

 
    Arise, shine; for your light has come,  

     and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
    For darkness shall cover the earth,  

     and thick darkness the peoples;  
    but the Lord will arise upon you,  
     and his glory will appear over you.  

    Nations shall come to your light,  
     and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

    Lift up your eyes and look around;  
     they all gather together, they come to you;  

    your sons shall come from far away,  
     and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  

    Then you shall see and be radiant;  
     your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  

    because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,  
     the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

    A multitude of camels shall cover you,  
     the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  

     all those from Sheba shall come.  
    They shall bring gold and frankincense,  

     and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
    This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm   72:10-15 

 
 

     The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute;  

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 
     All kings shall fall down before him;  

all nations shall do him service.   
All    The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice. 

 
     For he shall deliver the poor that cry out,  

the needy and those who have no helper. 
     He shall have pity on the weak and poor;  

he shall preserve the lives of the needy.   
All    The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice. 

 
     He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,  

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
     Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba;  

may prayer be made for him continually 

and may they bless him all the day long.   
All    The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice. 

 
                   

 

 

Holy Gospel      Matthew 2:1-12   

 

Acclamation 
 
      

    Alleluia, alleluia. 
    Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations  

    and believed in throughout the world.  
All    Alleluia.     
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    The Lord of glory be with you 

All    and also with you. 
 

    Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
  “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
  for from you shall come a ruler  

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and 

search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 
I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road. 
 
    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Acclamations at the Offering of the Magi’s Gifts      
 
Gift bearer The offering of gold, fit for a king,  

    in Christ’s presence a sign of wisdom and symplicity. 
 

    The gift is placed in the Crib 
 
 

Priest   Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 

    to you be praise and glory for ever! 
    As gold in the furnace is tried 

    and purified seven times in the fire, 
    so purify our hearts and minds 

    that we may be a royal priesthood 
    acceptable in the service of your kingdom. 

All    Blessed be God for ever! 
 

 
Gift bearer  The offering of frankincense, giving honour and worth in worship, 

in Christ’s life a sign of self-giving. 
 

The gift is placed in the Crib 
 
 

Priest   Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
    to you be praise and glory for ever! 
    As our prayer rises up in your presence as incense, 

    so may we be presented before you 
    with penitent hearts and uplifted hands 

    to offer ourselves in your priestly service. 
All    Blessed be God for ever! 

 
 

Gift bearer The offering of myrrh for embalming and healing,  
    in Christ’s life fortelling his death and risen life. 
 

  The gift is placed in the Crib 
 
 

Priest   Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 

    to you be praise and glory for ever! 
    As you give medicine to heal our sickness 

    and the leaves of the tree of life 
    for the healing of the nations, 

    so anoint us with your healing power 
    that we may be the first-fruits of your new creation. 
All    Blessed be God for ever! 
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The Homily               

 
 

 
 

 
   At the end they may be a period of silent reflection 
 

 

The Nicene Creed           

 
   Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
All   We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
   the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light,  

   true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made,  

   of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 

 
All may  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

bow  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
   and was made man. 

 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son  
   is worshipped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come.   
   Amen. 

 
 
 

Prayers of the Faithful           

                Please kneel or sit 

 
   Today the wise men knelt before our Saviour. 

   Let us also kneel to worship him with great joy, 
   and make our prayer to our heavenly Father. 

 
 

   Father, the wise men came from the east to worship your Son: 
   grant to Christians everywhere a true spirit of adoration. 
 

   Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
   Father, you are the King of kings and Lord of lords: 

   grant an abundance of peace to your world. 
 

   Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

   Father, the Holy Family shared the life  
    of the people of Nazareth:   

   protect in your mercy our neighbours and our families, 
   together with the whole community of which we are part. 
 

   Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Father, though you were rich, for our sake you became poor: 

    show your love for the poor and powerless, 
    and strengthen ( … and all) who suffer. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 

All    Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
    Father, the wise men presented to your Son 

    gold, frankincense, and myrrh: 
    accept the gifts we bring,  

    and the offering of our hearts at the beginning of this new year. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 
All    Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
    Father, you are the King of heaven, 

the hope of all who trust in you: 
give to ( … and all) the faithful departed  

 the wonders of your salvation. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 

All    Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

    Rejoicing in the fellowship of the wise men,  
     shepherds, and angels,  

    and of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, 
    we commend ourselves and all Christian people  

    to your unfailing love.  
All    Amen. 

                 Please stand 
 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Sign of Peace               

 
    Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,  

    since as members of one body you are called to peace. 
      

    The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All    and also with you. 

 
    With an appropriate gesture, let us offer one another  

    a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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The Offertory     

 
 The altar is prepared 
 

 

 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

    Pray, my brothers and sisters,  

    that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, 
    the almighty Father. 

All    May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
    for the praise and glory of his name, 

    for our good, and the good of all his Church. 
 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

    Lord, accept the offering of your Church, 

    not gold, frankincense and myrrh, 
    but the sacrifice and food they symbolize: 

    Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 
All    Amen. 

 
 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer            
 

    The Lord be with you   

All    and also with you.       
 

    Lift up your hearts. 
All    We lift them to the Lord.  

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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Father, we give you thanks and praise  

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,  
through whom you have created all things;  

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;  
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,  
he lived on earth and went about among us;  

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;  
he put an end to death by dying for us;  

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;  
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

    And now we give you thanks 
    because, in the incarnation of the Word,  

    a new light has dawned upon the world,  
    that all the nations may be brought out of darkness  

    to see the radiance of your glory. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels,  
    and with all the company of heaven,  

    we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
    for ever praising you and singing: 

 
All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
    God of power and might, 

    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

    Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
    grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

    and according to your holy will, 
    these gifts of bread and wine  

    may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

    who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
    took bread and gave you thanks; 

    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

    do this in remembrance of me. 



 13 

In the same way, after supper  

    he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
    he gave it to them, saying: 
 

    Drink this, all of you;  

    this is my blood of the new covenant,  
    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
    Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
 

    Great is the mystery of faith:     
All    Christ has died: 

    Christ is risen: 
    Christ will come again. 

 
    And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

    his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world, 
    rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

    and looking for his coming in glory, 
    we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

    As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
    we bring before you this bread and this cup 

    and we thank you for counting us worthy 
    to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

    Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
    and gather into one in your kingdom  

    all who share this one bread and one cup,  
    so that we, in the company of Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, 

    St Joseph, and all the saints,  
    may praise and glorify you for ever, 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

    by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

    all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
    for ever and ever. 

All    Amen.   
     

    The Blessed Sacrament is elevated and bells are rung 
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The Lord’s Prayer           
 
     God in Christ has revealed his glory, 

    let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name; 
    thy kingdom come; 

    thy will be done; 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation; 

    but deliver us from evil. 
 

    For thine is the kingdom,  
    the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever.  
    Amen. 

 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
    We break the bread of life, 

    and that life is the light of the world. 
All    God here among us,  

    light in the midst of us, 
    bring us to light and life. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
      

All    Lamb of God,  
    you take away the sin of the world, 

    have mercy on us. 
 

    Lamb of God,  
    you take away the sin of the world, 

    have mercy on us. 
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   Lamb of God,  

   you take away the sin of the world, 
   grant us peace. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
   Christ is the bread which has come down from heaven. 

All   Lord, give us this bread for ever. 
 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

We have seen his star in the east, and have come with gifts  
to worship and adore the Lord. 

 
 
 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 

 

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when you are prevented from attending the 
Holy Eucharist, people are invited to express, in the words of St Thomas Aquinas, “an 

ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we 
had already received Him.” Therefore, during this time you are invited to pray this prayer, 

which may be said as often as you desire:  

 

Act of Reception  
 
All   In union, blessed Jesus,  

 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  
 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  

 
 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  
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 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  
 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  

and resurrection,  
 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  
 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  

 I pray you to come into my heart.  
 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  

my soul, and my mind.  

 Let nothing separate me from you;  
 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  
 Amen.  

   
 

    
   There may follow a time for silent prayer and reflection 

 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

   Let us pray.            
 

   Lord God, 
   the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 

   may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
   discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 

   the Word made flesh, 
   Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
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¶  Sending Out 
 
    The Lord of glory be with you 

All    and also with you. 
 

 
 

Solemn Blessing 
 

    May God the Father, 
    who led the wise men by the shining of a star to find Christ, 
    the light from light, 

    lead you in your pilgrimage to find the Lord.   
All    Amen. 

 
    May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness, 

    give us a place with the saints in light 
    in the kingdom of his beloved Son. 

All    Amen. 
  

    May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
    shine in your hearts and fill our lives 

    with his joy and peace. 
All    Amen. 

 
    And the blessing of God almighty, 

    the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 
    be upon you and remain with you always.  
All    Amen. 
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Angelus Domini       (Luke 1:28 ff) 

 
    The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary, 

All    and she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
 

    Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  

    Blessed art thou among women 
    and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

All    Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners 
    now and at the hour of our death.   

 
    Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

All    Be it unto me according to thy word. 
    Hail Mary ...             

 
    And the Word was made flesh, 

All    and dwelt among us. 
    Hail Mary ...             

 
    Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 

All    that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

    Let us pray.    
 
    Lord, open our hearts to your grace.    

    Through the angel’s message to Mary  
    we have learned to believe in the incarnation of your Son.  

    Lead us by his passion † and cross  
    to the glory of his resurrection. 

    We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All    Amen.  

 
 

The Dismissal 
 
     We have seen his glory, the glory revealed to all the nations. 

    Go in the peace of Christ. 
All    Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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