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¶     Let’s keep protecting each other 
 

We’re so grateful for everything you’ve done to help keep each other safe. Every 

time you’ve sanitised your hands, worn a face covering and kept a safe distance, it’s 
made a real difference. So from all of us, thank you. We all hope and pray brighter 

days are coming. But we want to reassure you that your safety is still our top 
priority. 

 

 

The Government guidance, endorsed by the Church of England, ‘expects and 

recommends’ that we continue to: 
 
Wear a face covering whilst in church unless you belong to one of the medically 

exempted groups. This should cover your nose as well as your mouth. There is strong 
evidence that face coverings help to both reduce spread and provide protection from Covid 

and as such we would request that wherever possible you continue to use one. 
 

Maintain physical distancing  We ask you to respect one another’s space, spread 
out, and avoid sitting directly behind or in front of others. As far as possible, we ask you to 

avoid physical contact with other people and surfaces. 
 

Sanitise your hands on arrival - pick up an order of service (large print editions may 
be requested in advance via the parish office) – and sign in for ‘Test and Trace’ purposes.       

 
The church toilet facilities are available for use. 

 
Holy Communion will be administered in one ‘kind’ only, standing, at one or two 

‘stations’ at the front of the nave. Please approach via the centre aisle and return via the 
side aisles. For mutual protection, we ask that you keep your face covering on until the 
words of administration have been spoken, and you have responded by saying ‘Amen’. 

 
If you have difficulty being mobile please let us know, sit on the end of a row, and we will 

come to you. 
 

After the service  Please depart via the main porch sanitising your hands as you leave. 
In fine weather, we invite you to join us for social interaction on the green at the east end. 
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Before the service … 
 
Good morning, and welcome to St Matthew’s Church. 

 
Please use this precious time to prepare yourself spiritually for our worship, and gather 

together in your heart and mind those things you wish to bring to God.  
 
The reflection offered below may be found helpful. It is based on the themes of today’s 

mass, and may also help us to maintain a recollected and reverant silence before we begin.  

 

Prayer 
 

  Father of light, in whom there is no trace of darkness,  
  we thank you for the great gift of sight. 
  Fill us with compassion for those who do not have it;  

  direct the efforts that are made for their welfare;  
  reveal to them the things which eye has not seen,  

  and comfort them with the hope of seeing light everlasting;  
  to which, in your great mercy, we ask you to bring us all. 

  We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 

 
 

Settings 
 
  The Mass of St Thomas        David Thorne 

 
       

 
 

Our thanks are due to Anonymous donor No.5  
who has generously financed 

the production of this week’s service booklet. 
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Order of Service 
 

¶  The Gathering 
 

     Please stand at the sound of the bell 
 

     The procession enters from the west end 
 

Hymn 
 

All may sing    Firmly I believe and truly 
         God is Three, and God is One; 

        and I next acknowledge duly 
         manhood taken by the Son. 
 

        And I trust and hope most fully 
         in that Manhood crucified; 

        and each thought and deed unruly 
         do to death, as he has died. 

 
        Simply to his grace and wholly 

         light and life and strength belong, 
        and I love supremely, solely, 

         him the holy, him the strong. 
 

        And I hold in veneration, 
         for the love of him alone, 

        holy Church as his creation, 
         and her teachings as his own. 

 
        Adoration ay be given, 
         with and through the angelic host, 

        to the God of earth and heaven, 
         Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
       Words: John Henry Newman (1801-1890)  Music: Shipston 

               Warwickshire Ballad 
               Harmony by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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    † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 
      
 

The Greeting 
 

    Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
    and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

All    and also with you. 
 
    The service is introduced 

 
 

 

Invitation to Confession 
 

  The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. 

  Let us come to the light of Christ,  
  confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
    Silence is kept 
 

 

Confession 
 
All    God of mercy,  

    we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
    We turn from the wrong that we have thought  

     and said and done,  
    and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 

    For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,  
    forgive us for all that is past,  
    and help us to live each day  

    in the light of Christ our Lord.  
    Amen. 
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Kyries 
  

   Lord Jesus, you free us from the darkness of sin,  
   and help us to walk in the light of grace: 

   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 

 
   You free us from the darkness of error,  

   and help us to walk in the light of truth: 
   Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

   You free us from the darkenss of indifference,  
   and help us to walk in the light of love: 

   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

Absolution 
 
   May almighty God have mercy on you,  

   forgive † you your sins,  
   and bring you to everlasting life,  

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
All   Glory to God, glory to God,  

   glory to God in the highest. 
   Glory to God in the highest,  

   and peace to his people on earth. 
 

   Lord God, heavenly King,  
   almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory.  
   Glory to God, glory to God,  

   glory to God in the highest. 
 



5 

   Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

   Lord God, Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 

   you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 

   Glory to God, glory to God,  
   glory to God in the highest. 

 
   For you alone are the Holy One,  

   you alone are the Lord, 
   you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

   with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the glory of God the Father.  

   Glory to God, glory to God,  
   glory to God in the highest. 

                         
                           

 

The Collect 
 

   Let us pray. 
 

   Blessed Lord,  
   who caused all holy scriptures  

    to be written for our learning:  
   help us so to hear them,  

   to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them  
   that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,  

   we may embrace and for ever hold fast  
    the hope of everlasting life,  

   which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
   who is alive and reigns with you,  
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

   one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 

                  Please be seated 
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¶  The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading     

 
Reader  A reading from the prophecy of Jeremiah. 

 
Thus says the Lord: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, 

    ‘Save, O Lord, your people, 
    the remnant of Israel.’ 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 
    those with child and those in labour, together; 

    a great company, they shall return here. 
With weeping they shall come, 

    and with consolations I will lead them back, 
I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, 

    and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
                   Jeremiah 31.7-9 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

         
        

Psalm 

 
      When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

 then were we like those who dream. 
     Then was our mouth filled with laughter 

 and our tongue with songs of joy. 
All The Lord has indeed done great things for us. 

 
     Then said they among the nations, 

 ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
     The Lord has indeed done great things for us, 

 and therefore we rejoiced. 
All The Lord has indeed done great things for us. 
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     Restore again our fortunes, O Lord, 

 as the river beds of the desert. 
     Those who sow in tears 
 shall reap with songs of joy. 

     Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed, 
 will come back with shouts of joy, 

     bearing their sheaves with them. 
All The Lord has indeed done great things for us. 
 
        Psalm 126 

 

               Please stand 

Holy Gospel       

 

Acclamation 
 

  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord:  

 no one can come to the Father except through me. 
All   Alleluia … 

 
   The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All Glory to you, O Lord.   

 
Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd 
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 

roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and 
say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, 

but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood 
still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take 

heart; get up, he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind man 

said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has 
made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
 
                           Mark 10.46-52 
 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The Homily               

                  Please be seated 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed           Please stand 

 

   Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

All   We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 
 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father; 

   through him all things were made. 
 

All may  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
bow  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
   and was made man. 
 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 
    

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
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   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.   

   Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of the Faithful          
                    
 

Priest  Let us bring our needs to the Lord,  

   confident that he will hear our prayers  
   as he heard the prayer of Bartimaeus. 

                  Please be seated 
 

   After each petition 
 

Intercessor Lord, hear us, 
All   Lord, mercifully hear us. 

 
 

 
Priest  Heavenly Father,  

   you keep an account of our wanderings  
   and a record of our tears.  

   See that we follow not the wrong path,  
   and lead us in the path of life eternal. 
   We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
                  Please stand 

Sign of Peace               
 

   Let love be genuine. Never pay back evil for evil. 
   As far as it lies with you, live at peace with everyone. 

 
   The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 
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   With an appropriate gesture,  

   let us offer each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Hymn    
 
   (As a precautionary measure, no collection will be taken during the service. 
   A monetary offering may be made at the end of the service) 

 
All     When all thy mercies, O my God, 

      my rising soul surveys, 
     transported with the view, I’m lost 

      in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

     Unnumbered comforts to my soul, 
      thy tender care bestowed, 

     before my infant heart conceived 
      from whom those comforts flowed. 

 
     When in the slippery paths of youth 

      with heedless steps I ran, 
     thine arm unseen conveyed me safe, 
      and led me up to man. 

 
     When worn with sickness oft hast thou 

      with health renewed my face; 
     and when in sins and sorrows sunk, 

      revived my soul with grace. 
 

     Through every period of my life 
      thy goodness I’ll pursue, 

     and after death in distant worlds 
      the glorious theme renew. 

 
     Through all eternity to thee 

      a joyful song I’ll raise; 
     for O, eternity’s too short 

      to utter all thy praise. 
 
   Words: attributed to Joseph Addison (1672-1719)  Music: Contemplation 

            Frederick Gore Ouseley (1825-1889) 
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Invitation to Prayer 
                   

   Pray, my brothers and sisters,  
   that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  

   the almighty Father. 
All   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

   for the praise and glory of his name,  
   for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

 O Lord, look we pray in the offerings we make in your name,  

 that whatever is done by us in your service  
 may be directed above all to your glory;  

 we ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer     
 
   The Lord be with you       

All   and also with you.   
 

   Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

   It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,  
   always and everywhere to give you thanks,  

   holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 

   From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,  
   for Christ has risen from the tomb  

   and scattered the darkness of death with light that will not fade. 
   This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,  
   unfolds for us your word,  

   and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 
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   And though the night will overtake this day  

   you summon us to live in endless light,  
   the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 
 

   And so, with choirs of angels and with all the heavenly host, 
    we proclaim your glory and join their unending song of praise: 

   
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

   God of power and might, 
   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

                     
   Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

   grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
   and according to your holy will, 

   these gifts of bread and wine  
   may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

     
   who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
   took bread and gave you thanks; 

   he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
   do this in remembrance of me. 

 
 

    
   In the same way, after supper  

   he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
   he gave it to them, saying: 
 

   Drink this, all of you;  
   this is my blood of the new covenant,  

   which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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   Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All   Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 
   You are the Saviour of the world. 
    

   And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
   his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world, 

   rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
   and looking for his coming in glory, 

   we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
    

   As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
   we bring before you this bread and this cup 

   and we thank you for counting us worthy 
   to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 
   Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

   and gather into one in your kingdom  
   all who share this one bread and one cup,  

   so that we, in the company of Mary the Virgin Mother of God,  
   Saint Matthew and all the saints,  

   may praise and glorify you for ever, 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

   by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

   all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
   for ever and ever. 

 
All 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

   Jesus says that nothing is impossible to God.  
   So let us with confidence pray to our heavenly Father  

   in the words he taught us. 
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All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name; 
   thy kingdom come; 
   thy will be done; 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation; 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 

   For thine is the kingdom,  

   the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever.  

   Amen. 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

   We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body,  

   because we all share in one bread. 
 

 

Agnus Dei 
 

All   Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world, 

       have mercy on us. 
 

   Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world, 

   have mercy on us. 
 

   Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world, 

   grant us peace. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
   Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
   but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 
   Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering  

   and sacrifice to God. 
 

 
   Holy Communion, alternatively God’s blessing, is administered standing  

   at a ‘station’, as indicated. Please approach the priest via the centre aisle  
   and return to your seat via the side aisles whilst maintaining physical 

   distancing. 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 

↑              ↓                ↑ 
↑←←←←↔→→→→↑ 

†      †       

▄ 
Altar 

 

 
 
 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 
 

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when you are prevented from attending the 
Holy Eucharist, people are invited to express, in the words of St Thomas Aquinas, “an 
ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we 

had already received Him.” Therefore, during this time you are invited to pray this prayer, 
which may be said as often as you desire:  
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Act of Reception  
 

All   In union, blessed Jesus,  
 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  

 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  
 

 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  
 

 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  
 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  

 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  
and resurrection,  

 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  
 

 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 
 

 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  

 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  
 I pray you to come into my heart.  

 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  
my soul, and my mind.  

 Let nothing separate me from you;  
 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  
 Amen.  

 
 

Prayer after Communion  
                  Please stand 
   Let us pray. 

 
   God of all grace,  

   your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry  
   with the bread of life and the word of his kingdom:  

   renew your people with you heavenly grace,  
   and in all our weakness  

   sustain us by your true and living bread;  
   who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

All     Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
      and in the depth be praise: 

     in all his words most wonderful, 
      most sure in all his ways. 

 
     O loving wisdom of our God! 

      when all was sin and shame, 
     a second Adam to the fight  

      and to the rescue came. 
 

     O generous love! that he who smote 
      in Man for man the foe, 

     the double agony in Man 
      for man should undergo; 
 

     And in the garden secretly, 
      and on the Cross on high, 

     should teach his brethren, and inspire 
      to suffer and to die. 

 
     Praise to the Holiest in the height, 

      and in the depth be praise: 
     in all his words most wonderful, 

      most sure in all his ways. 
 
    Words: John Henry Newman (1801-1890)  Music: Chorus Angelorum 
            Arthur Somervell (1863-1937) 

 

 

Notices for the Community 

                  Please sit 
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¶  Sending Out 
                  Please stand 
   The Lord be with you. 

All   and also with you. 
 

 

Solemn Blessing 
 

   May your earthly journey be illuminated by the light of a steadfast faith. 
All   Amen. 

 
   May the words of the psalmist come true for you: 

 ‘Those who sow in tears, will reap with shouts of joy.’ 
All   Amen. 

 
   And when your earthly pilgrimage is over,  

   may Christ bring you to the light that shines for ever. 
All   Amen. 

 
   And the blessing of God almighty,  
   the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 

   be upon you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

   The Mass is ended, go in peace. 
All   Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Organ Voluntary 

 Praeludium in A minor BuxWV 153  Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

   The procession departs 
 

   Those leaving immediately are asked to be aware of those who wish  
   to listen to the organ voluntary 
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Collection 
 

 We invite you to make a monetary offering towards the ministry and mission 

 of St Matthew’s Church using the receptacle provided at the back of church.  
 

 If you are a tax payer, please use the envelopes in the chairs, and fill out the 
 details in order that our parish may in addition benefit from the Gift Aid 
 associated with your giving.  

 

   Your generosity is gratefully received. Thank you. 
 

                         

 
 

Evening Prayer  
according to the Book of Common Prayer  

will be said in Quire at 5.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take this booklet home  

as an aid to prayer and reflection during the week,  

and then re-cycle it. 
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