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¶   Keeping everyone safe at St Matthew’s 
 
If you have any of the recognized Covid-related symptoms, please self-isolate 
immediately and seek a test. 

 

 
For all others, and in accordance with Government guidance and local decision, 

we respectfully require you to: 
 

Go directly to a chair where there is an order of service booklet, and 
remain there. Please fill up the available chairs in the centre of the nave and 

transepts first. Do not move from chair to chair, or remove a booklet from another 
chair. (NB - some chairs in the side aisles have a restricted view). Please do not 

move the chairs or handle any other furniture.  
 

The wearing of a face covering is mandatory unless you belong to one of the 
medically exempted groups. This must cover both your mouth and your nose. 

(Plastic visors are not a substitute for a face covering and do protect others). 
 

The church toilet facilities are now available for use. Please follow the 
instructions on the signs, leave the cubical light on and the door open after use to 

facilitate ventilation and the dispersal of aerosol. 
 

At communion - remain at your chair. You are respectfully asked to ensure that 
your face covering is in place until the words of administration have been spoken 
by the priest and you have responded by saying ‘Amen’. 

 
After the service - please departed via the north door whilst maintaining the 

two-metre ‘rule’. A monetary offering towards parish funds may be made there. 
Please sanitize your hands as you leave. Assistance is available for those who require 

it. You may remove your face covering when you are clear of the building.  
 

The ‘rule of six’ returns – you may gather on the green at the east end of the 
church building in physically distanced groups of up to six people, or two 

households. We asked that you do not congregate on the grass at the side of the 
church or the end of the Lady Chapel where ashes have been interred. Thank you. 

 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
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Introduction 
 

On this night, we return to our spiritual home and come together as a 

community for the first time since January. We do so as we begin the Easter 

Triduum, the sacred Three Days of Christ’s ‘Passover’ mystery, which are the 

most important liturgical services of the Christian year.  

 

All the great themes of redemption are here expressed within the context of 

solemn worship: incarnation, suffering, death, resurrection, and glorification. 

Through a proper keep of these days and celebration of these rites we are 

drawn into a transforming experience of the saving events of the Christian faith. 

 

Maundy Thursday - from mandatum, meaning ‘commandment’, because of the 

use of John 13.34, ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another 

as I have loved you’ contains a rich complex of themes. As we go with Christ 

to the Upper Room we hear again Christ’s example of committed service 

expressed through his washing of his disciples’ feet (the enactment of which is 

this year omitted), the institution and giving of the Holy Eucharist, and the 

perfection of Christ’s loving obedience to the Father through his agony in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. 

 

As God’s Son prepares to die on the Cross for the sins of the world, he gives 

to the Church the means to celebrate the new and eternal sacrifice. He shows 

us his way of humility, and by instituting this most holy of Sacraments, Christ 

enables us to be nourished and sustained as we journey on with him in faith. In 

so doing, we participate in his saving death and resurrection as he continues to 

offer himself and to lead us to the Father. 

 

 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

 

 

Singing – we respectfully remind you that congregational singing is not permitted 

 

Setting – the Ordinary of the Mass is sung to the plainsong setting known as 

Missa de Angelis by ‘a small group of singers’ drawn from our choir in 

accordance with current guidelines 
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Order of Service 
 

¶  The Gathering       

 

  Please stand at the sound of the bell 

 

  At home – you are encouraged to join in the hymns 

 

  In church - you are respectfully asked to listen to the hymns 

 

Hymn   
  

The procession enters 

 
Choir only   THIS is the night, dear friends, the night for weeping, 

      When powers of darkness overcome the day, 
     The night the faithful mourn the weight of evil 

      Whereby our sins the Son of Man betray. 
 

 This night the traitor, wolf within the sheepfold, 
      Betrays himself into his victim’s will; 

     The Lamb of God for sacrifice preparing, 
      Sin brings about the cure for sin’s own ill. 

 
     This night Christ institutes his holy supper, 

      Blest food and drink for heart and soul and mind; 
     This night injustice joins its hands to treason’s, 

      And buys for death the ransom of mankind. 
 
     This night the Lord by slaves shall be arrested, 

      He who destroys our slavery to sin; 
     Accused of crime, to criminals be given, 

      That judgement on the righteous Judge begin. 
 

     O make us sharers, Saviour, of your Passion, 
      That we may share your glory that shall be; 

     Let us pass through these three dark nights of sorrow   
      To Easter’s laughter and its liberty. 

 
  Words: Peter Abélard (1079-1142)           Tune: Highwood 
  Trans Richard Sturch (b. 1936)             R R Terry (1865-1938)   
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  † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

The Greeting 
 
   From Jesus, our Teacher and Lord, who made himself servant of all,  
   and who gave his life as a ransom for many:  
 

   Grace, mercy and peace be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

     

Introduction 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night we enter into 
the sacred Triduum, the three days of the celebration of our Lord’s 

paschal victory, his death and resurrection. Those of our community who 
are to be baptized this Eastertide will be made one with Christ, dying to  

sin and rising to newness of life in him. As we begin the sacred liturgy,  
therefore, let us prepare ourselves to enter in body, mind and spirit the  

saving acts of Christ. 

 

 

Invitation to Confession             

 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
   If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 

   ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 
   Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 
   and ask him to cleanse us. 

 
 

   Silence is kept 
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Kyrie Confession   
 
    Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness; 

    according to the abundance of your compassion 
     blot out our offences. 

    Lord, have mercy. 
All    Lord, have mercy. 
 

Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All    Christ, have mercy. 
 

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; 
wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 

Lord, have mercy. 
All    Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

Absolution 
 
    May the God of love bring us back to himself, 

    forgive † us our sins 
    and assure us of his eternal love 

    in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All    Amen. 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  
 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo        Glory to God in the highest  

 et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.  and on earth peace to men of goodwill. 

 Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.      We praise you. We bless you. 

 Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.      We worship you. We glorify you. 

 Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. We give thanks to you for your great glory. 

 Domine Deus, Rex caelestis,       Lord God, heavenly King,   

 Deus Pater omnipotens,        almighty God the Father, 

 Domine Filil unigenite, Jesu Christe.    O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

 Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.    Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 

 Qui tollis peccata mundi,        You take away the sins of the world, 

 miserere nobis.           have mercy on us. 
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 Qui tollis peccata mundi,        You take away the sins of the world, 

 suscipe deprecationem nostram.     receive our prayer. 

 Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,      You sit at the right hand of the Father,  

 miserere nobis.           have mercy on us. 

 Quoniam tu solus sanctus. Tu solus Dominus.  For you only are holy. You only are the Lord. 

 Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe.     You only are the most high, Jesus Christ. 

 Cum Sancto Spiritu          With the Holy Spirit 

 in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.        in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

     

The Collect 
 

   Let us pray. 
 

   God our Father, 
   you have invited us to share in the supper 

   which your Son gave to his Church 
   to proclaim his death until he comes: 

   may he nourish us by his presence, 
   and unite us in his love; 

   who is alive and reigns with you, 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

   one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
                  Please be seated 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Word         

 

New Testament Reading    1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 
Reader  A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes. 

 
   This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual   

 
   Ubi Caritas et Amor - plainsong 

 
Choir Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.  Where charity and love are, 

  Congregavit nos in unum     there is God. The love of Christ 
  Christi amor. Exsultemus et in   has brought us together into 
  ipso jucundemur. Timeamus et   one flock. Let us rejoice and let 

  amemus Deum vivum. Et ex    us be glad in that love itself. Let 
  corde diligamus nos sincero.    us fear and love the living God. 

  Amen.          And let us love from a pure heart.  
             Amen. 
       

 

                   Please stand 

 

Holy Gospel     John 13:1-17, 31b-35    

 

Acclamation 
 
    Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

    I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: 
    Love one another as I have loved you. 

All    Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 

    The Lord be with you 
All    and also with you. 

 
    Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 

feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 

do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, 
‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no 



 7 

share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 

and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ 

For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are 
clean.’ 

 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 

he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord - and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 

servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 

‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 

once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as 
I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give 

you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.’ 
 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

The Homily 

                 Please be seated 
 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Priest  On this solemn evening, in union with Christ’s prayer  

    that all may love and serve one another, 
    let us offer our prayers to the Father,  
    in the power of the Spirit through Christ the Saviour of the world. 

  
Intercessor Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, 

    your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 
    We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 

    Lord, hear us 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 



 8 

    On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. 

    We pray for the unity of your Church. 
    Lord, hear us 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

    On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe 
     through his disciples’ message. 

    We pray for the mission of your Church. 
    Lord, hear us 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

    On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, 
    but suffered rejection himself. 
    We pray for the rejected and unloved. 

Lord, hear us 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
    On this night, he reminded his disciples  

    that if the world hated them it hated him first. 
    We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 

    Lord, hear us 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
    On this night, he accepted the cup of death 

    and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 
    We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 

    Lord, hear us 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 

      
    Silence is kept 
 

 
Priest  Father, in your love and mercy hear our prayers, 

    keep us ever close to your Son, 
    and bring us all to the fullness of eternal life. 

All   Amen. 
 

                   Please stand 
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¶   The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

Sign of Peace 
 
Priest  Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

   Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ 
 

   The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All   and also with you. 

 
   As we are able, let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

                 Please be seated 
 

The Offertory 
 

O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß BWV 622  J S Bach (1685-1750) 
 

   ‘O man, weep for your great sins’            
  

 
 

Invitation to Prayer 

                 Please stand 
   Pray, my brothers and sisters,  

   that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, 
   the almighty Father. 

All   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
   for the praise and glory of his name, 

   for our good, and the good of all his Church. 
 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

   Lord, make us worthy to celebrate these holy mysteries. 
   Each time we offer this memorial sacrifice 

   the work of our redemption is accomplished. 
   We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

 



 10 

The Eucharistic Prayer            
 
   The Lord be with you       

All   and also with you.   
 

   Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
   It is indeed right to give you thanks, 

   Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

   For on this night he girded himself with a towel 
   and, taking the form of a servant, 

   washed the feet of his disciples. 
   He gave us a new commandment 

   that we should love one another as he has loved us. 
   Knowing that his hour had come, 

   in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 
   to be a memorial of his passion, 

   that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 
   and feast with him in his kingdom. 
 

   Therefore earth unites with heaven 
   to sing a new song of praise; 

   we too join with angels and archangels 
   as they proclaim your glory without end: 

 
 

Choir  Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,      Holy, holy, holy, 

   Dominus Deus Sabaoth.    Lord God of power and might. 

   Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Osanna in excelsis.      Hosanna in the highest. 

 

   Benedictus qui venit      Blessed is he who comes  

   in nominee Domine.       in the name of the Lord. 

   Osanna in excelsis       Hosanna in the highest.  
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   All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, 

   who, in your tender mercy, 
   gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

   to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
   who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered 

   a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction 
      for the sins of the whole world; 

   he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue, 
   a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 

 
   Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, 

   and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
   we receiving these gifts of your creation, 
   this bread and this wine, 

   according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, 
   in remembrance of his death and passion, 

   may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
   that is, this very night, 

   took bread and gave you thanks; 
   he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  

   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
   do this in remembrance of me. 

 
         

   In the same way, after supper 
   he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

   he gave it to them, saying: 
 

   Drink this, all of you; 
   this is my blood of the new covenant, 

   which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
 
   Christ is the bread of life: 

All   When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
   we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 

   until you come in glory. 
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   Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, 

   in remembrance of the precious death and passion, 
   the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension 

   of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
   we offer you through him  this our sacrifice of praise  and thanksgiving. 

 
   Grant that by his merits and death, 

   and through faith in his blood, 
   we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins 

   and all other benefits of his passion. 
   Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 

   to offer you any sacrifice, 
   yet we pray that you will accept this 
   the duty and service that we owe. 

   Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences, 
   and fill us all who share in this holy communion 

   with your grace and heavenly blessing; 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 
   by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
   all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

   for ever and ever. 
All   Amen. 

                 Please be seated 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
   We pray to God trusting in his love and compassion: 

 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name; 
   thy kingdom come; 

   thy will be done; 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation; 

   but deliver us from evil. 
 

    

  



 13 

   For thine is the kingdom,  

   the power, and the glory,    
   for ever and ever.  

   Amen. 
 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

   Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
All   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

Choir Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

  miserere nobis.             have mercy on us. 

  Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

  miserere nobis.        have mercy on us. 

  Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

  dona nobis pacem.       grant us peace. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
   Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
   but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

This is my body given for you. This is the cup of the new covenant in my  

blood; whenever you receive them, do so in remembrance of me. 
 

      
 

   If you are able, please stand at your chair to receive Holy Communion. 
   When you have consumed the Host please sit. 

  



 14 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 

 
It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when you are prevented from attending the Holy Eucharist, 

people are invited to express, in the words of St Thomas Aquinas, “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in 

the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received Him.” Therefore, during 

this time you are invited to pray this prayer, which may be said as often as you desire:  

 

Act of Reception  
 
All   In union, blessed Jesus,  

 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  
 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  
 

 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  
 

  
 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  
 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  

and resurrection,  
 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 

 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  
 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  

 I pray you to come into my heart.  
 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  

my soul, and my mind.  

 Let nothing separate me from you;  
 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  
 Amen.  
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¶   After Communion               

                   Please remain seated 
      

     The sacred vessels are cleansed at the credence table 
 

 

Hymn     
      

     The Blessed Sacrament is placed on the nave altar 
 

 
Choir only   JESUS, in dark Gethsemane, 

      In anguish and dismay, 
     Keeping your watch alone, you weep 

     With your disciples fast asleep. 
      Keep us awake, we pray. 

 
     Your only consolation there – 
      God’s answer to your prayer – 

     The strength to rise and make your way 
     Through deeper gloom to Calvary, 

      To fathom our despair. 
 

     Now, through your tears and deep distress, 
      Your grief and loneliness, 

     Faith contemplates God’s heart and knows 
     The anguish love still undergoes, 

      To heal our wretchedness. 
 

     When we must shoulder our own cross, 
      Lord, join our will to yours; 

     Though flesh is weak, help us to cling 
     To your nailed hands and, trusting, sing 

      The triumph of your cause. 
 
     Keep us awake, Lord, strong in faith 

      And let your Spirit’s breath 
     Strengthen our voices in your praise 

     Through all time’s hurtful, hopeful days, 
      And through the void of death. 

 
    Words: Alan Gaunt (b.1935)       Music: Repton 
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The Garden of Gethsemane 
 

 The Blessed Sacrament is placed on the Altar of Repose  

 and honoured with incense. Then … 
 

Priest  Lord Jesus Christ, 
   we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 
   you have given us the memorial of your passion: 

   grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood 
   that we may know within ourselves 

   and show forth in our lives 
   the fruit of your redemption, 

   for you are alive and reign,  
   now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

   A period of silent adoration 
 

 
   The sanctuary party rise, genuflect, and depart 

 
 

The Stripping of the Sanctuary    All sit 

 
As a sign of the desertion of Christ by his disciples during the time of his trial the altar is 

stripped and cleaned. The servers and others clear the church of all removable furnishings 
that won’t be needed the following day. While this is happening, the following psalm is 

sung: 
 

 

Psalm 88 
 

Cantor   O Lord, God of my salvation :   
I have cried day and night before you. 

 

  Let my prayer come into your presence :  

incline your ear to my cry. 

 

  For my soul is full of troubles;  

my life draws near to the land of death. 

 

  I am counted as one gone down to the Pit;  
I am like one that has no strength, 
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Lost among the dead,  
like the slain who lie in the grave, 

 

  Whom you remember no more,  

for they are cut off from your hand. 

 

  You have laid me in the lowest pit,  

in a place of darkness in the abyss. 

 

  Your anger lies heavy upon me,  
and you have afflicted me with all your waves. 

 

  You have put my friends far from me  
and made me to be abhorred by them. 

 

  I am so fast in prison that I cannot get free;   

my eyes fail from all my trouble. 

 

  Lord, I have called daily upon you;  

I have stretched out my hands to you. 

 

  Do you work wonders for the dead?  
Will the shades stand up and praise you? 

 

  Shall your loving-kindness be declared in the grave,  
your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 

 

  Shall your wonders be known in the dark  

or your righteous deeds in the land where all is forgotten? 

 

  But as for me, O Lord, I will cry to you;  
early in the morning my prayer shall come before you. 

 

  Lord, why have you rejected my soul?  
Why have you hidden your face from me? 

 

  I have been wretched and at the point of death from my youth;  

I suffer your terrors and am no more seen. 

 

  Your wrath sweeps over me;  

your horrors are come to destroy me; 

 

  All day long they come about me like water;  
they close me in on every side. 

 

  Lover and friend have you put far from me  
and hid my companions out of my sight. 
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¶  The Watch at the Garden of Gethsemane  
 

The Gospel of the Watch    Matthew 26:30-end    

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; 

for it is written, 

“I will strike the shepherd, 
         and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” 

But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’ Peter said to him, ‘Though 
all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three 
times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And 
so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him Peter and the 

two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, 
‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.’ And 
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.’ Then 
he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could 

you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come 
into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he 

went away for the second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, your will be done.’ Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 
saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you 

still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 

hand.’ 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 

people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the 
man; arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and 

kissed him. Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then they came 
and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his 
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hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his 

ear. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the 
sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 

and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ At that hour 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me 
as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did 

not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets 
may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house 

the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, 
as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in 

order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but 

they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 
forward and said, ‘This fellow said, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 

build it in three days.”’ The high priest stood up and said, ‘Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against you?’ But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, ‘I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have said so. But I tell you, 

From now on you will see the Son of Man 

         seated at the right hand of Power 
     and coming on the clouds of heaven.’ 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! Why do we still 

need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?’ They 
answered, ‘He deserves death.’ Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some 

slapped him, saying, ‘Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?’ 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and 
said, ‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.’ But he denied it before all of them, 

saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’ When he went out to the porch, 
another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with 

Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After 
a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one 

of them, for your accent betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, and he swore an 
oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter 
remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three 

times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly. 
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The service ends in silence  

and The Watch at the Garden of Gethsemane begins. 

You are invited to keep watch with Jesus. 

 

(Due to the Covid restrictions the church will be open for one hour 

only after the end of the service).  

 

Alternatively, you may return to church at 8.00am  

to keep watch prior to Morning Prayer at 9.00am. 

 

  

Please depart via the north door facing Collingwood Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

A form of Morning Prayer for Good Friday  

with Prayers at the Foot of the Cross 

is available on the parish website for private use. 
 

 

 

Please take this booklet home with you. Thank you. 


