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¶  Keeping everyone safe at St Matthew’s 
 
If you have any of the recognized Covid-related symptoms, please self-isolate 
immediately and seek a test. 

 

For all others, and in accordance with Government guidance and local decision, 

we respectfully require you to: 
 
Go directly to a chair where there is an order of service booklet, and 

remain there. Please fill up the chairs in the centre of the nave and transepts first 
- some chairs in the side aisles have a restricted view - and do not move the chairs, 

handle any other furniture, move from chair to chair, or remove a service booklet. 
 

The wearing of a face covering is mandatory unless you belong to one of the 
medically exempted groups. This must cover both your mouth and your nose. 

(Plastic visors are not a substitute for a face covering and do not protect others). 
 

The church toilet facilities are available for use. Please follow the instructions 
on the signs, leave the cubical light on, and the door open after use. 
 

At communion - remain at your chair. You are respectfully asked to ensure that 
your face covering remains in place until the words of administration have been 

spoken, and you have responded by saying ‘Amen’. 
 

After the service - please depart via the north door whilst maintaining physical 
distancing. A monetary offering may be made there. Please sanitize your hands as 

you leave. Assistance is available for those who require help negotiating the steps. 
You may remove your face covering when you are clear of the building.  

 
We may gather on the green at the east end of the church building in physically 

distanced groups of up to thirty. We ask that you do not congregate either at the 
side of the church or the end of the Lady Chapel where ashes have been interred. 

Thank you. 
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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Prayer/Reflection 
 
   Our spirit is our greatest source of energy. 

   It is to us what wings are to a bird. 
   However, while it can be very strong,  

   it can also be very brittle. 
   What is it that enables the spirit to soar,  
   and what is it that causes it to sink? 

   Sadness weighs it down; joy lifts it up. 
   Criticism erodes it; praise builds it up. 

   Despair causes it to wilt; hope breathes new life into it. 
   Rejection wounds it; acceptance heals it. 

   Hatred poisons it; love purifies it. 
   Fear cripples it; solitude calms it;  

   prayer strengthens it. 
 

 
 

First Communion – a pastoral introduction 
 
Today we welcome to communion Nicholas Everitt who shares faithfully and regularly in 

our worship. A person is admitted to communion on the basis of their baptism, the sign 
and pledge of incorporation into the death and resurrection of Christ and the new life of 

the kingdom of God. Nicholas has been baptized, and today he receives the sacrament of 
the body and blood of Christ with us for the first time. He is taking a new step in the life 

to which God has called him in baptism and which we trust he will later affirm in 
confirmation. We welcome him and look forward to learning with and from him as we 

journey together on the Way of Christ. 
 

 
 

 

Setting 
 

   Communion Service in C and F  Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
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Order of Service 
 

¶  The Gathering 
 
   At the sound of the bell please stand 

 
  † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

The Greeting 
 

   Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
   and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

 

The Easter Acclamation 
 

   Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
 

Introduction 
 

   Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended  
   Lord and we have walked with him through his journey of love. 
   We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross. 

   We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 
   We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 

   and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread. 
   We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall  

   bow and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 
   And now, with the followers of his own time, 

   we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, 
   through whom we make Christ known to the world. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
        
Choir  Glory be to God on high,  

   and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
 

   We praise thee, we bless thee, 
   we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
   we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

   O Lord God, heavenly King, 
   God the Father almighty. 

      
   O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

   O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
   that takest away the sins of the world, 

   have mercy upon us. 
   Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  

   receive our prayer. 
   Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

   have mercy upon us. 
  

   For thou only art holy; 
   thou only art the Lord; 

   thou only, O Christ, 
   with the Holy Ghost,  
   art most high, 

   in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

 

The Collect 
 
   God, who as at this time 

   taught the hearts of your faithful people 
   by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 

   grant us by the same Spirit 
   to have a right judgement in all things 
   and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 

   through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
   who is alive and reigns with you, 

   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
   one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
                Please be seated 
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¶  The Liturgy of the Word    

 

The Pentecost Reading    Acts 2:1-21 

 
Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 

them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 

us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - in our own languages we hear them speaking about 

God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 

Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” ’ 
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    This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Canticle Ezekiel 36:24-26,28b 

 
I will take you from the nations,  
and gather you from all the countries. 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you,  
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses. 

All    The Spirit of God fills the whole world, alleluia. 
 

A new heart I will give you,  
and put a new spirit within you, 

And I will remove from your body the heart of stone  
and give you a heart of flesh. 

You shall be my people,  
and I will be your God.   

All    The Spirit of God fills the whole world, alleluia. 
 

                  Please stand 
 

 

Holy Gospel      John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

              

Acclamation 
 
    Alleluia, alleluia. 

     Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people 
    and kindle in them the fire of your love.  

All    Alleluia.  
 

    The Lord be with you 
All    and also with you.  
 

    Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All    Glory to you, O Lord, alleluia. 

‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to 

testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
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‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 

now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you 
going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 

hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 

to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about[c] sin and 
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 

are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you.’ 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ, alleluia. 

 
 

The Homily  
                     Please be seated 
 

 
 

¶  Admission to Holy Communion 
   

   The candidate stands before the parish priest  
 

PCC member  Fr Nicholas, we present to you Nicholas Everitt who wishes to be  
   admitted to Holy Communion. 
 

Priest   Nicholas, we are God’s pilgrim people. 
   We share in the story of God’s love for the world, 

   God’s love in Christ, calling us to himself, 
   God’s love in the Spirit, giving strength for our journey of faith. 

   We celebrate this love in word and song, 
   we feed on Jesus in bread and wine  

   and make him known through our life together. 
 

    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A26-16%3A15&version=NRSVACE#fen-NRSVACE-30995c
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   To the congregation 

 
   As the people of God in this place, we share the responsibility of  

   encouraging Nicholas in his worship and supporting him by our  
   friendship, our example and our prayers. Will you help Nicholas to  

   grow in faith and love? 
All  We will. 

 
   To the candidate 

 
   Nicholas, at baptism you were welcomed into the Church of God.  

   Today we continue to celebrate God’s love for you in Jesus Christ, 
   as we welcome you in his name to share this Eucharistic meal given 
   to us as a sign of Christ’s living presence among us.  

 
   It is our prayer that, fed by this spiritual food, you will come to be 

   confirmed by our Bishop, and with the help of the Holy Spirit, will 
   promise to continue following Christ for the rest of your life.  

 
   Nicholas, you love God, and you live the Christian life. Do you wish to 

   be admitted to Holy Communion? 
Candidate  I do.  

 
   Will you do your best to follow our Lord Jesus Christ? 

Candidate With the help of God, I will.  
 

   Will you do your best to grow in the Christian faith so that you will feel 
   able to confirm that faith and practice to the Bishop?  

Candidate  With the help of God, I will.  
 
   The candidate kneels 

 
   Nicholas, I admit you to Holy Communion in the name of the Father, 

   the Son †, and the Holy Spirit. May you find in this sacrament the love,  
   joy and the presence of God in your life.  

All  Amen. 
 

   The Priest addresses the entire assembly 
 

   As Nicholas receives today the sacrament of the body and blood of  
   Christ, let us pray that we may all know and reflect the love of Christ. 
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All  God of life,  

   you invite us to eat at your table;  
   may we know your love  

   as we share your heavenly food,  
   and shine with your light all the days of our life.  

   Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
   Amen. 

Please stand 
 

   

The Nicene Creed 
 

   Let us together with Nicholas declare our faith in God,  
   Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
All   We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made,  

   of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
 

All may  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

bow  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
   and was made man. 
 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
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   We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.   

   Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of the Faithful             

 

Priest  Conscious of our inheritance from the first disciples,  
   we pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 

    
                 Please be seated 

 
Intercessor Generous God, 

   we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. 
   We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better. 

   Lord, send forth your Spirit 
All   and renew the face of the earth. 
 

   We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 
   We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 

   Lord, send forth your Spirit 
All   and renew the face of the earth. 

 
Choir  Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

   And lighten with celestial fire; 
   Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

   Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart: 
 

   We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 
   We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us. 

   Lord, send forth your Spirit 
All   and renew the face of the earth. 
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   We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 

   We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness  
    where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 

   We pray by name for … 
   Lord, send forth your Spirit 

All   and renew the face of the earth. 
 

Choir  Thy blessèd unction from above 
   Is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

   Enable with perpetual light 
   The dullness of our blinded sight: 

 
   We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
   We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 

   Lord, send forth your Spirit 
All   and renew the face of the earth. 

 
Choir  Anoint and cheer our soilèd face 

   With the abundance of thy grace: 
   Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

   Where thou art guide no ill can come. 
 

   We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 
   We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 

   Lord, send forth your Spirit 
All   and renew the face of the earth. 

 
   We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, 

   given us by the risen Lord. 
   We pray for the faithful departed … 
 

   We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, 
   in the joy of eternal life. 

   Lord, send forth your Spirit 
All   and renew the face of the earth. 

 
Choir  Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

   And thee, of Both, to be but One; 
   That through the ages all along 

   This may be our endless song, 
 

   Praise to thy eternal merit, 

   Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.     John Cosin (1594-1672),  

                based on Veni, creator Spiritus 
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Priest  Generous God, 

   you transformed the apostles by your Spirit of freedom, 
   and emboldened them to take up their mission with joy 

   and announce your kingdom. 
   Visit your Church at prayer this day, 

All   fill us with your Spirit,  
   hear our prayer, 

   and make us one in heart and mind  
   to serve you with joy for ever. 

   Amen. 
 

 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world  

   and knows our every word and deed.  
   Let us then open ourselves to the Lord  

   and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

   A pause for silent reflection 
 

 

Kyrie Confession 
 

   You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
   Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

   You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
   Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

   You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 
 
    God, the Father of mercies,  

    has reconciled the world to himself  
    through the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ,  

    not counting our trespasses against us,  
    but sending his Holy Spirit  
    to shed abroad his love among us. 

    By the ministry of reconciliation  
    entrusted by Christ to his Church,  

    receive his pardon † and peace  
    to stand before him in his strength alone,  

    this day and evermore. 
All    Amen. 

                   Please stand 
 

 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Sign of Peace 

 
    God has made us one in Christ. 
    He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

    has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 

    Alleluia. The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All    and also with you. Alleluia. 

 
    With an appropriate gesture, let us offer one another a sign  

    of Christ’s peace. 
 

 

Anthem 
 

    The Spirit of the Lord is upon me from The Apostles   
 

               Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 
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Choir The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

 because He hath anointed me to 
 preach the gospel to the poor; 

 He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
 to preach deliverance to the captives 

 and recovering of sight to the blind, 
 to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; 

 to give unto them that mourn 
 a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 

 the garment of praise 
 for the spirit of heaviness; 

 That they might be called trees of righteousness, 
 the planting of the Lord that He might be glorified. 

 

 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
 and as the garden causeth the 

 things that are sown in it to spring forth; 
 So the Lord God will cause 

 righteousness and praise to 
 spring forth before all nations. 

Isaiah 61 vv. 1–3, 11 

 

 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

    Pray, my brothers and sisters,  
    that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  

    the almighty Father. 
All    May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

    for the praise and glory of his name,  
    for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
    O Lord, grant that, as promised by your Son,  

    the Holy Spirit may reveal to us more abundantly  
    the hidden mystery of this sacrifice  

    and graciously lead us into all truth. 
    Through Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer            
 
    The Lord be with you      

All    and also with you.    
 

    Lift up your hearts. 
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
    It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 

    always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
    holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

    through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord. 
 

    This day we give you thanks 
    because in fulfilment of your promise 

    you pour out your Spirit upon us, 
    filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, 

    and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith. 
    Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father, 

    to proclaim your gospel to all nations 
    and to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
    Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels, 

    and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells, 
    to proclaim the glory of your name, 

    for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Choir   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
    heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

    Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
 

    Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
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   We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

   through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
   and as we obey his command, 

   send your Holy Spirit, 
   that broken bread and wine outpoured 

   may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

   On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
   and, taking bread, he praised you. 

   He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
 

   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

   do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 
   When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

   Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
      

   Drink this, all of you; 
   this is my blood of the new covenant, 
   which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

                      
   Great is the mystery of faith:      

All   Christ has died: 
   Christ is risen: 

   Christ will come again. 
 

   So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
   in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

      made once for all upon the cross. 
 

   Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
   we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 

 
Lord of all life, 

   help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes 

   and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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   Look with favour on your people, 

   gather us in your loving arms 
   and bring us with Mary, the apostles, and all the saints 

   to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

   Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

   all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
   for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer            
 

   Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
   let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name; 
   thy kingdom come; 

   thy will be done; 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation; 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 

   For thine is the kingdom,  

   the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever.   

   Amen. 
 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

   The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All   We being many are one body. 

   Into one body we were all baptized, 
   and one Spirit was given us all to drink. 

All   For we all share in one bread. 
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Agnus Dei 
 
Choir   O Lamb of God,  

    that takest away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy upon us. 

 
 O Lamb of God, 

    that takest away the sins of the world, 

    have mercy upon us. 
 

    O Lamb of God, 
    that takest away the sins of the world, 

    grant us thy peace. 
 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 
    Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
     

Giving of Communion 
 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke of the great 
things God had done, alleluia. 

 
 

 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 
 

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when you are prevented from attending the Holy Eucharist,  

people are invited to express, in the words of St Thomas Aquinas, “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in  

the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received Him.” Therefore, during  

this time you are invited to pray this prayer, which may be said as often as you desire:  
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Act of Reception  
 
All   In union, blessed Jesus,  

 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  
 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  

 
 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  

 

 
 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  
 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  

and resurrection,  
 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 

 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  
 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  

 I pray you to come into my heart.  
 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  

my soul, and my mind.  
 Let nothing separate me from you;  
 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  
 Amen.  

 

Motet 

 
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether             Harold Friedell (1905-1958) 

 
Choir  Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, 

For when humbly in Thy name, 
Two or three are met together 

Thou are in the midst of them; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Touch we now Thy garment’s hem. 
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As the brethren used to gather 

In the name of Christ to sup, 
Then with thanks to God the Father 

Break the bread and bless the cup, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

So knit Thou our friendship up. 
 

All our meals and all our living 
Make as sacraments of Thee, 

That by caring, helping, giving 
We may true disciples be. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
We will serve Thee faithfully. 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 
                 Please stand 
   Let us pray:          

 
All   Faithful God,  

   who fulfilled the promises of Easter  
   by sending us your Holy Spirit  
   and opening to every race and nation  

   the way of life eternal:  
   open our lips by your Spirit,  

   that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

   Amen. 
 

 

Notices for the Community            

 
 
                 Please be seated 
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Commission 
                  Please stand 
 

   For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ 
over the powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty 

acts and we have prayed that the power that was at work when God 
raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us. 

 

As part of God’s Church here at St Matthew’s, I call upon you to live 
out what you proclaim. 

 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, 

trusting him to be your guide? 
All   By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 
   Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 

All   We will. 
 

Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each 
other in need? 

All   We will. 
 

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the 
longings of God? 

All   We will. 

 
   Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 

All   We will. 
 

   The Paschal Candle is taken in procession to the baptistry.  
 

   In silence, the Candle is honoured with incense one last time  
   signifying the end of this year’s liturgical celebration of Easter 

 
 

 

¶  Sending Out 
 
   The Lord is here. 

All   His Spirit is with us. 
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Solemn Blessing 
 
   May the Spirit, 

   who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
   breathe into you the life he gives.   

All   Amen. 
 
   May the Spirit, 

    who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us, 
    make you joyful in the service of the Lord.   

All   Amen. 
 

May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 

bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.   
All   Amen. 

 
And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 
All   In the name of Christ, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

Regina Caeli                
 

All   Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven, alleluia    (9 rings) 

   He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia 
   As he promised, hath arisen, alleluia 

   Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia. 
 

   Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia, 
All   for the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia. 
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   God of life, you have given joy to the world          (9 Rings) 

   by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
   Through the prayers of his mother, the Virgin Mary,  

   bring us to the happiness of eternal life.  
   We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 

   Toccata on ‘Veni Creator’ from Twelve Choral Preludes  
 on Gregorian Chant Themes op 8 

 
              Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968) 

 
   The procession departs 

 
 

 
 

 

   Please take this booklet home with you 
 
 

 
 

After the service - please depart via the north door whilst maintaining a two-
metre distance. A monetary offering towards parish funds may be made there. 

Please sanitize your hands as you leave. Assistance is available for those who require 
help negotiating the steps. You may remove your face covering when you are clear 

of the building.  
 

We may gather on the green at the east end of the church building in physically 
distanced groups of up to thirty people. We ask that you do not congregate on 

the grass either at the side of the church or the end of the Lady Chapel where ashes 
have been interred. Thank you. 
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