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Welcome to St Matthew’s Church 
 
‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ Of all the commandments Christ gave us this 

is the most important. It includes all the others. The only failure in the life of a 
Christian is the failure to love. Let us think about the people whom we find difficult 

to take into our hearts, and ask the Lord to help us to be more loving towards them. 

 
It is our custom to spend some time in quiet preparation before the liturgy begins, and save 

further conversation until we meet socially for refreshments afterwards. The following 
reflection, based on today’s themes, may be found helpful: 

 
 

Reflection 
 
  It is easy to love at a distance,  

  but not so easy to love at close quarters. 
  It’s easier to give a few pounds to relieve famine in Africa  

  or war in Ukraine  
  than to relieve the loneliness of someone living next door. 

  It’s easy to love people who are far away,  
  but not always easy to love those who are close at hand. 

  Yet, these are the people Christ asks us to love. 
  We must begin by loving the people near us. 

  That is where our love must start. 
  But, of course, it doesn’t have to end there. 

  And it shouldn’t. 
 

 

Setting 
 

  The Salisbury Service (Gloria only)  Ives 
 

  Missa de Angelis   (plainsong) 
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Order of Service 
                 

¶  The Gathering 
 
  §  All stand at the sound of the bell 

 

Hymn 
 

  The procession enters 
 

All     All hail the power of Jesu’s name; 
      Let angels prostrate fall; 

     Bring forth the royal diadem 
      And crown him Lord of all. 

 
     Crown him, ye morning stars of light, 

      Who fixed this floating ball; 
     Now hail the Strength of Israel’s might 

      And crown him Lord of all. 
 

     Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 
      Who from his altar call; 
     Praise him whose way of pain ye trod, 

      And crown him Lord of all. 
 

     Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
      Ye ransomed of the fall, 

     Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
      And crown him Lord of all. 

 
     Hail him, ye heir of David’s line, 

      Whom David Lord did call; 
     The God incarnate, Man divine, 

      And crown him Lord of all. 
 

     Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
      The wormwood and the gall, 

     Go spread your trophies at his feet, 
      And crown him Lord of all. 
 



3 

 

     Let every tribe and every tongue 
      To him their hearts enthrall, 

     Lift high the universal song, 
      And crown him Lord of all. 

 
     Words: Edward Perronet (1726-1792)   Music: Miles Lane 
     and others      William Shrubsole (1760-1806) 

 
      

 

Priest     † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All    Amen. 

 
 

The Greeting 
 

    The Lord be with you 
All    and also with you. 
 

 

The Easter Proclamation 
 
    Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All    He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

    The service is introduced 
 

 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 
    Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 

    Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil  
    and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
    A pause for reflection 

 
 

  



4 

Confession  
 
All    God our Father, 

    long-suffering, full of grace and truth, 
    you create us from nothing and give us life. 

    You give your faithful people new life  
     in the water of baptism. 
    You do not turn your face from us,  

    nor cast us aside. 
    We confess that we have sinned against you.  

    We have wounded your love  
    and marred your image in us.  

    Restore us for the sake of your Son,  
    and bring us to heavenly joy,  

    in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
    Amen. 

 

Kyries 
 

    Lord Jesus, you are kind and full of compassion. 
    Kyrie eleison. 

All    Kyrie eleison. 
 

    You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
    Christe eleison. 

All    Christe eleison. 
 

    You do not treat us according to our sins, nor repay us  
    according to our faults. 

    Kyrie eleison. 
All    Kyrie eleison. 

 
 

Absolution 
 
    May the God of love and power 

    forgive † and free you from your sins, 
    heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

    and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All    Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
        
All    Glory to God in the highest, 

               and peace to his people on earth. 
 

    Lord God, heavenly King,  
    almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you,  

    we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 

 
    Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

    Lord God, Lamb of God, 
    you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 
    you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 
 

    For you alone are the Holy One, 
    you alone are the Lord, 

    you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

The Collect 
 

    Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, 
 who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

 have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:  
 grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 
 so by your continual help 
 we may bring them to good effect; 

 through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 

All    Amen.            §   Please be seated 
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¶  The Liturgy of the Word            

                    

The Acts of the Apostles      

 
Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 
The apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 

accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 

them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 

close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 
reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill 

and eat.” But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God 

has made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened three times; then 
everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to 

me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go 
with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers 

also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen 
the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 

called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will 
be saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon 

us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave 

them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 

leads to life.’ 
                    Acts 11.1-18 
 

   This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm      
 

 
 
Choir     Alleluia. Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

praise him in the heights. 
    Praise him, all you his angels; 

praise him, all his host.   Response 
 

    Praise him, sun and moon; 
praise him, all you stars of light. 

     Praise him, heaven of heavens, 
and you waters above the heavens.   Response 

 

    Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
for he commanded and they were created. 

     He made them fast for ever and ever; 
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.   Response 

 

     Praise the Lord from the earth, 

you sea monsters and all deeps; 
     Fire and hail, snow and mist, 

tempestuous wind, fulfilling his word;   Response 
 

     Mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars; 

   Wild beasts and all cattle, 
creeping things and birds on the wing;   Response 

 

   Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

princes and all rulers of the world; 
  Young men and women, 
     old and young together; 

let them praise the name of the Lord.   Response 
 

   For his name only is exalted, 
his splendour above earth and heaven. 

   He has raised up the horn of his people 
     and praise for all his faithful servants, 

the children of Israel, a people who are near him. 
    Alleluia.   Response     Psalm 148 
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       §   Please stand 

Holy Gospel     

              

Acclamation 
 

        

   Jesus said, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
   love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.’ 

All   Alleluia.     
 

   The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you.  

 
   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All   Glory to you, O Lord. Alleluia. 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 

You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am 
going, you cannot come.”  I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 
 
                   John 13.31-35 
 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia.      

 
                 §   Please be seated 

 

 

¶  Meeting of Parishioners 

 

 

¶  The Annual Parochial Church Meeting       
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The Apostles’ Creed 

                  §   Please stand 
    

   Brothers and sisters,  
   I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 

 
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 

 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 

   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church,  

   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  
   Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 

Priest  By the love we have for one another,  
   everyone should know that we are followers of Christ.  

   Let us pray for the gift of love. 
 
                 §   Please be seated 

 
   After each petition 

 
Intercessor Lord, in your love,      

All   renew and restore us. 
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   After the final petition 

 
Priest  Heavenly Father,  

   your Son, Jesus Christ gave us a wonderful example of love.  
   Grant that as we receive him in this Eucharist,  

   we may follow his way of love in our daily lives. 
   We ask this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
                 §   Please stand 

     
 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Sign of Peace             

 
   Lord Jesus Christ, your said to your disciples:  

   ‘A new commandment I give you: love one another as I have loved you.’ 
   Touch our hearts so that we may be people who are able to love,  

   and thus we will enjoy the peace and unity of your kingdom  
   where you live for ever and ever. 

 
   Alleluia. The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. Alleluia. 
 

   Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

   Please respect the needs of those who prefer to do so without physical contact 
 
 

 

Hymn 
 
   As a precautionary measure, no collection will be taken during the service. 

   A monetary offering may be made at the end of the service 
 

   The bread and wine are received by the presiding priest  
   and the altar is prepared 
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All      Come down, O Love divine, 

      Seek thou this soul of mine, 
     And visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

      O Comforter, draw near, 
      Within my heart appear, 

     And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

      O let it freely burn, 
      Till earthly passions turn 

     To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
      And let thy glorious light 

      Shine ever on my sight, 
     And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

      Let holy charity 
      Mine outward vesture be, 

     And lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
      True lowliness of heart, 

      Which takes the humbler part, 
     And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 
      And so the yearning strong, 

      With which the soul will long, 
     Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

      For none can guess its grace, 
      Till he become the place 

     Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
 
      Words: Discendi, amor santo  Bianco da Siena (died 1434)  Music: Sown Ampney 
      translated Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890)  Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 

 

Invitation to Prayer 
                   

   Pray, my brothers and sisters,  
   that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, 

   the almighty Father. 
All   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

   for the praise and glory of his name, 
   for our good, and the good of all his Church. 
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Prayer over the Gifts 
 
   Creator of all,  

   you wash away our sins,  
   you give us new birth by the Spirit,  

   and redeem us in the blood of Christ. 
   As we celebrate the resurrection,  
   renew your gift of life within us. 

   We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer           
 

   The Lord be with you        
All   and also with you.     

 
   Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

   always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

   almighty and eternal Father, 
   and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts 

   the memory of your wonderful works. 
   For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
   has conquered the powers of death and hell 

   and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
    

   He has placed them once more in paradise 
   and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

   And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
   earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

   while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
   sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
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Choir  Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,      Holy, holy, holy, 

   Dominus Deus Sabaoth.    Lord God of power and might. 

   Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Osanna in excelsis.      Hosanna in the highest. 

 

   Benedictus qui venit      Blessed is he who comes  

   in nominee Domine.       in the name of the Lord. 

   Osanna in excelsis       Hosanna in the highest. 

 

   Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
   grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

   and according to your holy will, 
   these gifts of bread and wine  
   may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 
   who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

   took bread and gave you thanks; 
   he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

   do this in remembrance of me. 
 

     
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

   he gave it to them, saying: 
 

   Drink this, all of you;  

   this is my blood of the new covenant,  
   which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

              
   Great is the mystery of faith:     

All  
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   And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

   his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world, 
   rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

   and looking for his coming in glory, 
   we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

   As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
   we bring before you this bread and this cup 

   and we thank you for counting us worthy 
   to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 
   Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

   and gather into one in your kingdom  
   all who share this one bread and one cup,  
   so that we, in company with Mary the Virgin Mother of God, 

   and all the apostles and saints,  
   may praise and glorify you for ever, 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

   by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

   all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
   for ever and ever. 

All    
 

    
 

 
   The Blessed Sacrament is elevated and bells are rung 

 
                 §   Please kneel or sit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

   Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
   let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name; 
   thy kingdom come; 

   thy will be done; 
   on earth as it is in heaven.    
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   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation; 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 

   For thine is the kingdom,  
   the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever.   
   Amen. 

 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

   Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
   whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

All   Lord, our hearts hunger for you;  
   give us this bread always. 
 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 
   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus said, I am the true vine and you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, alleluia. 

     

   Baptized persons who are communicant members of other Churches 
   are warmly invited to receive Holy Communion, as shown below.  
 

   The Blessed Sacrament is available in both kinds (bread and wine). 
   If you prefer to receive the consecrated bread only, please feel free to do so. 
 
 

   Alternatively, if you wish to receive a blessing, please bring this booklet  

   with you.  
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↓ 
↓ 
↓ 

↑               ↓               ↑ 
↑←←←←↔→→→→↑ 

†          †  †          † 

▄ 
Altar 

 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 
 

 
All   In union, blessed Jesus,  

 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  
 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  

 
 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  

 
 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  
 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  

and resurrection,  
 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  

 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  
 I pray you to come into my heart.  

 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  
my soul, and my mind.  

 Let nothing separate me from you;  

 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  
 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  

 
 

Agnus Dei 
 
Choir  Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

   miserere nobis.             have mercy on us. 

   Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

   miserere nobis.        have mercy on us. 

   Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

   dona nobis pacem.       grant us peace. 
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Motet 
 
 Panis angelicus   César Franck (1822-1890) 

 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

   Let us pray:           
                   §   Please stand 

      
 Eternal God, 

 whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 

 grant us to walk in his way, 
 to rejoice in his truth, 

 and to share his risen life; 
 who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

   God of truth, 
   we have seen with our eyes 

    and touched with our hands the bread of life: 
   strengthen our faith 

   that we may grow in love for you 
    and for each other; 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
   Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 
 
All      Love’s redeeming work is done; 

      Fought the fight, the battle won: 
      Lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er! 

      Lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 

      Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
      Christ has burst the gates of hell; 

      Death in vain forbids his rise; 
      Christ has opened Paradise. 
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      Lives again our glorious King; 

      Where, O Death, is now thy sting? 
      Dying once, he all doth save; 

      Where thy victory, O grave? 
 

      Soar we now where Christ has led, 
      Following our exalted Head; 

      Made like him, like him we rise; 
      Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 
      Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 

      Praise to thee by both be given: 
      Thee we greet triumphant now; 
      Hail, the Resurrection thou! 
 
      Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)   Music: Savannah (Herrnhut) 

              Melody from MS. Choralbuch 
              Herrnhut c 1740 as given in 
              John Wesley’s Foundery Collection 1742 

 
 

Notices for the Community 

                  §   Please be seated 

 

 
 

¶  Sending Out 
                  §   Please stand 
    The Lord be with you        

All    and also with you. 
 

 

Solemn Blessing  
 

  God the Father, 

    by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
    open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.   
All    Amen. 

 
    God the Son, 

    who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, 
    give you joy as you share the Easter faith.   

All    Amen. 
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    God the Holy Spirit, 

    whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples, 
    empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.   

All    Amen. 
 

    And the blessing of God almighty, 
    the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 

    be upon you and remain with you always. 
All    Amen. 

 

 

Sung Dismissal 
 

 
  

  
  

  
                    

  
  

    
    Please turn towards the Madonna and Child sculpture 

 
 

Regina Caeli                       
 
All    Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven, alleluia    9 rings 

    He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia 
    As he promised, hath arisen, alleluia 

    Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia. 
                  Tune: Easter hymn 

 

 

    Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia 

All    for the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia. 
 

    God of life, you have given joy to the world     9 rings 
    by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Through the prayers of his mother, the Virgin Mary,    
    bring us to the happiness of eternal life;   

    we ask this through Christ our Lord.   
All    Amen. 
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Organ Voluntary 
 

Final from Symphonie VI   Charles Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

 
 

 
   The procession departs 
 

   Those leaving immediately are asked to be aware of those who wish  
   to listen to the organ voluntary 

 
 

   Refreshments are served in the parish centre after Mass, please do join us 
 

 
   If you are a newcomer to the parish or area please introduce yourself 

   to the clergy or speak to a member of our Welcome Team. 
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Collection – responding to God’s generosity 
 

We invite you to make a monetary offering towards the ministry and mission of St 
Matthew’s Church. You may do so using any of the following methods: 
 

Cash, cheques, stewardship envelopes - using the receptacle provided at the 

back of church. If you are a taxpayer please use the envelopes in the chairs, and fill 
out the details in order that our parish may also benefit from the Gift Aid (an extra 

25p for every pound given) associated with your giving.  
 

Contactless giving - using the terminal provided. Just press the button for the 

amount you wish to give - £3, £5, or £10, and then hold your bank card over the 
reader. 
 

Giving on your smart phone - using the QR code printed below. It gives you the 

option of any amount, Gift Aid, and making a regular payment.  
 

Giving online - click the donate button on the parish website or Facebook page 

and follow the instructions. 
 

  Your generosity is gratefully received. Thank you. 

                            
 

Our thanks are due to Doreen Brown 
who has generously financed 

the production of this week’s service booklet 
 
 

Please take this booklet home 
as an aid to prayer and reflection during the week,  

and then re-cycle it. 
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