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Welcome to St Matthew’s Parish Church 
 

Safeguarding    St Matthew’s is committed to providing a safe environment for all who 

come. If you have any concerns, please speak with one of our welcomers or a churchwarden 

who may be identified by their lanyard. They will be happy to help you. 
 

Live steaming  Please note that this service is being streamed. You may sit where you 

wish. If, however, you prefer not to be seen online, please sit in a side aisle. The administration 

of Holy Communion will not be shown. 
 

Toilet and baby changing facilities  may be found at the base of the church tower. 

There is also a small servery. 
 

For younger children In the north aisle (nearest to Collingwood Road), a carpeted area 

equipped with appropriate Christian resources is provided. Please feel free to use it. 
 

* * * * * * *  

This morning’s Gospel   For this and the next four Sundays the gospel readings 

come from Chapter Six of the Gospel according to St John. John has no account of 

the institution of the Eucharist. But this chapter more than compensates for that. 
There are clear eucharistic overtones in the way the miracle is related. Jesus ‘took the 

loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to the people.’ It is meant to remind us of 
what he did at the Last Supper. John is introducing the theme of the Eucharist which 

will be dealt with explicitly later on. The people misunderstand the meaning of the 
miracle. They take Jesus to be the prophet and king who will fulfil all their material 
hopes and ambitions. This Jesus rejects and retired from the scene. He is God’s 

spokesman and the true Messiah but not as understood by his contemporaries. 
 

It is our custom to spend some time in quiet preparation before the liturgy begins, and save 
further conversation until we meet socially for refreshments afterwards. The following 

reflection, based on today’s themes, may be found helpful: 
 

 

  All day from that deep well of life within  

  Himself has He drawn healing for the press  
  of folk, restoring strength, forgiving sin,  

  quieting frenzy, comforting distress. 
  Shadows of evening fall, yet wildly still  
  they throng Him, touch Him, clutch Him garment’s hem,  

  fall down and clasp His feet, cry on Him, till  
  the Master, spent, slips from the midst of them  

  and climbs the mountain for a cup of peace,  
  taking a sheer and rugged track untrod  

  saved by a poor lost sheep with thorn-torn fleece  
  that follows on and hears Him talk with God.      Katherine Lee Bates 
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Order of Service 

 
 

¶  The Gathering 
 

   § At the sound of the bell, all stand 
 

Hymn 
 

   § The procession enters 

 
All      ANGEL voices ever singing 

       Round thy throne of light, 
      Angel-harps, for ever ringing, 

       Rest not day nor night; 
      Thousands only live to bless thee, 

        And confess thee 
         Lord of might. 
 

      Thou who art beyond the farthest 
       Mortal eye can scan, 

      Can it be that thou regardest 
       Songs of sinful man? 

      Can we know that thou art near us, 
        And wilt hear us? 

         Yea, we can. 
 

      For we know that thou rejoicest 
       O’er each work of thine; 

      Thou didst ears and hands and voices 
       For thy praise design; 

      Craftsman’s art and music’s measure 
        For thy pleasure 

         All combine. 
 
      In thy house, great God, we offer 

       Of thine own to thee; 
      And for thine acceptance proffer 

       All unworthily, 
      Hearts and minds and hands and voices, 

        In our choicest 
         Psalmody. 
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      Honour, glory, might, and merit, 

       Thine shall ever be, 
      Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

       Blessèd Trinity. 
      Of the best that thou hast given 

        Earth and heaven 
         Render thee. 
 
       Words Francis Pott (1832-1909) Music Angel Voices 
            Edwin George Monk (1819-1900) 

 

 
 

          † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All   Amen. 

 

The Greeting 

 
   Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
   and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

   The service is introduced 
 

 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 

   Christ fed the hungry, and did so with great generosity. 
   He feeds us with the food of the Eucharist. 

   We receive this precious food, not because we are worthy of it,  
   but because we need it and he invited us to receive it. 
 

   To prepare ourselves to receive this food,  
   let us call to mind our sins,  

   and ask the Lord for forgiveness. 
 

   Silence is kept 
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Confession 
 
All Most merciful God, 

 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 we confess that we have sinned  

 in thought, word and deed. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

 In your mercy forgive what we have been,  
 help us to amend what we are,  

 and direct what we shall be;  
 that we may do justly;  

 love mercy,  
 and walk humbly with you, our God.  

 Amen. 
 
 

Kyries 
 

   Lord Jesus, the eyes of all creatures look to you,  
   and you give them their food in due time: 

   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 

 
   You are just in all your ways, and loving in all your deeds: 

   Christ, have mercy. 
All   Christ, have mercy. 

 
You are close to all who call on you, who call on you from their hearts: 

   Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

Absolution 
 
   Almighty God, 
   who forgives all who truly repent,  

   have mercy upon you,  
   pardon † and deliver you from all your sins,  

   confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
   and keep you in life eternal;  

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  
 

All    Glory to God in the highest, 
               and peace to his people on earth. 

 
    Lord God, heavenly King,  
    almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you,  
    we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 
 

    Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
    Lord God, Lamb of God, 

    you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us;  

    you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 

 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

    you alone are the Lord, 
    you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father.   
    Amen. 

 
 

The Collect 
     

    Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, 
 who sent your Holy Spirit 

 to be the life and light of your Church: 
 open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
 that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

      in love and joy and peace; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, now and for ever. 
All    Amen.              § Sit 
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¶  The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading     

 
Reader  A reading from the Second Book of the Kings. 

 
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: 

twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, ‘Give it to the 
people and let them eat.’ But his servant said, ‘How can I set this before a hundred 

people?’ So he repeated, ‘Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, 
“They shall eat and have some left.” ’ He set it before them, they ate, and had some 
left, according to the word of the Lord. 

2 Kings 4.42-44 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   
 

   Response 

All Great is the Lord and highly to be praised. 
 

Reader    All your works praise you, O Lord, 
 and your faithful servants bless you. 

   They tell of the glory of your kingdom 
 and speak of your mighty power,  Response 

 
   To make known to all peoples your mighty acts 

 and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 
   Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; 

 your dominion endures throughout all ages.  Response 
 

   The Lord is sure in all his words 
 and faithful in all his deeds. 

   The Lord upholds all those who fall 
 and lifts up all those who are bowed down.  Response 
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 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 

 and you give them their food in due season. 
   You open wide your hand and fill all things living with plenty. 

   The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
 and loving in all his works. 

 The Lord is near to those who call upon him,  
 to all who call upon him faithfully.  Response  
        Psalm 145.10-19 
 
 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel       

                   § Stand 
Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 
   You words are spirit, Lord, and they are life;  
   you have the message of eternal life. 

All Alleluia … 
 

   The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you. 

 
   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All  
   

 
 

 
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.  A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the 

sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd 

coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people 
to eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip 

answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to 
get a little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There 

is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 
many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of 
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grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 

loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; 
so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his 

disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they 
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 

had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ 

 
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, got into a boat, and started 
across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 
them. The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had 

rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming near 
the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ Then 

they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land 
towards which they were going.     John 6.1-21 
 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  
 

 

 
 

Homily 
                   § Sit   
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The Nicene Creed            
                   § Stand 
 

   Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

All   We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is,  
   seen and unseen. 

 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father; 

   through him all things were made. 
 

All may  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

bow  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
   and was made man. 
 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.    

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come.  
   Amen. 
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Prayers of the Faithful          
  
Priest  Let us now bring our needs to the Lord, who is just in all his ways and 

loving in all his deeds. 
 

                  § Kneel 
   The response to each petition 
 

Intercessor Lord, have mercy: 
All   let us know your compassion and care. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   After the final petition 
 

Priest  All-powerful God,  
   grant that we who participate in the Eucharist,  

   may experience your goodness,  
   and so grow in love for you and for one another. 

   We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen.             

                  §   Stand 
 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
                    

Sign of Peace               
                      

   The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking,  
   but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
 

   The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

   Let us offer each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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Hymn 
 

All       AT the name of Jesus 
        Every knee shall bow, 

       Every tongue confess him 
        King of glory now; 
       ’Tis the Father’s pleasure 

        We should call him Lord, 
       Who from the beginning 

        Was the mighty Word. 
 

       At his voice creation 
        Sprang at once to sight, 

       All the angel faces 
        All the hosts of light, 

       Thrones and dominations, 
        Stars upon their way, 

       All the heavenly orders, 
        In their great array. 

 
       Humbled for a season, 

        To receive a name 
       From the lips of sinners 
        Unto whom he came, 

       Faithfully he bore it 
        Spotless to the last, 

       Brought it back victorious 
        When from death he passed: 

 
       Bore it up triumphant 

        With its human light, 
       Through all ranks of creatures, 

        To the central height, 
       To the throne of Godhead, 

        To the Father’s breast; 
       Filled it with the glory  

        Of that perfect rest. 
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       In your hearts enthrone him; 

        There let him subdue 
       All that is not holy, 

        All that is not true: 
       He is God the Saviour, 

        He is Christ the Lord, 
       Ever to be worshipped, 

        Trusted, and adored. 
 
       Words Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877)  Music Evelyns 

              William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 
 

Invitation to Prayer 

 
   Pray, my brothers and sisters,  

   that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  
   the almighty Father. 

All   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
   for the praise and glory of his name,  

   for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

   O Lord, accept, we pray, the offerings which we bring  
    from the abundance of your gifts,  

   that through the powerful working of your grace  
   these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life  

   and lead us to eternal gladness. 
   Through Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer     
 

   The Lord be with you       
All   and also with you.   

 
   Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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   It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,  

   always and everywhere to give you thanks,  
   holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 

   From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,  

   for Christ has risen from the tomb  
   and scattered the darkness of death with light that will not fade. 
   This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,  

   unfolds for us your word,  
   and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 

   And though the night will overtake this day  
   you summon us to live in endless light,  

   the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 
 

   And so, with choirs of angels  
   and with all the heavenly host, 

    we proclaim your glory  
   and join their unending song of praise: 

 
All   Holy, holy, holy, 
   Lord God of power and might. 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

 
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest.  
 

   Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
   grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

   and according to your holy will, 
   these gifts of bread and wine  

   may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

   who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
   took bread and gave you thanks; 

   he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

   do this in remembrance of me. 
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   In the same way, after supper  

   he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
   he gave it to them, saying: 
 

   Drink this, all of you;  

   this is my blood of the new covenant,  
   which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
 
   Christ is the bread of life: 

 
 
All  

  
  

  
  

  
   And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

   his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world, 
   rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

   and looking for his coming in glory, 
   we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

   As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
   we bring before you this bread and this cup 

   and we thank you for counting us worthy 
   to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 
   Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
   and gather into one in your kingdom  

   all who share this one bread and one cup,  
   so that we, in the company of Mary the Virgin Mother of God, 

   John the Baptist and all the saints,  
   may praise and glorify you for ever, 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

   by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

   all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
   for ever and ever. 



 15 
 

 
 

All     

 
   

 
    

   The Blessed Sacrament is elevated and bells are rung 
 

                  § Kneel 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
   There is one God who is Father of us all. 

   Let us pray to our heavenly Father in the words our Saviour gave us. 
 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name; 

   thy kingdom come; 
   thy will be done; 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation; 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 

   For thine is the kingdom,  
   the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever. 
   Amen. 

 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
   My flesh is food indeed, 

   and my blood is drink indeed, says the Lord. 
All   Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 

   dwell in me and I in them. 
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Agnus Dei 

 
All   Lamb of God,  

   you take away the sin of the world, 
   have mercy on us. 

 
   Lamb of God,  

   you take away the sin of the world, 
   have mercy on us. 

 
   Lamb of God,  

   you take away the sin of the world, 
   grant us peace. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

   Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

   but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

 

Giving of Communion 
 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 
 

 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 

 

Act of Reception  
 

All   In union, blessed Jesus,  
 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  

 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  
 

 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  
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 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  
 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  

and resurrection,  
 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 

 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  
 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  

 I pray you to come into my heart.  
 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  

my soul, and my mind.  

 Let nothing separate me from you;  
 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 

 

Hymn 
 
All     BREAD of heaven, on thee we feed, 

     For thy flesh is meat indeed; 
     Ever may our souls be fed 
     With this true and living bread, 

     Day by day with strength supplied 
     Through the life of him who died. 

 
     Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies 

     This blessed cup of sacrifice; 
     Lord, thy wounds our healing give; 

     To thy cross we look and live: 
     Thou our life! O let us be 

     Rooted, grafted, built on thee. 
 
     Words Josiah Conder (1798-1855)  Music Bread of Heaven 

           William Dalrymple Maclagan (1826-1910) 
 

 

 
   § All sit for a period of silent reflection and thanksgiving 
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Prayer after Communion  

 
   Let us pray.             

                   § Stand 
 

 Holy Father, 
 who gathered us here around the table of your Son 

 to share this meal with the whole household of God: 
 in that new world where you reveal the fullness of your peace, 

 gather people of every race and language 
 to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

   Fill us, good Lord, with your Spirit of love;  
   and as you have fed us with the one bread of heaven,  

   so make us one in heart and mind,  
   in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
   Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 
 

All     GUIDE me, O thou great Redeemer, 
      Pilgrim through this barren land; 

     I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
      Hold me with thy powerful hand: 

        Bread of heaven, 
      Feed me till I want no more. 

  
     Open now the crystal fountain 
      Whence the healing stream doth flow: 

     Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
      Lead me all my journey through: 

        Strong deliverer, 
      Be thou still my strength and shield. 
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     When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

      Bid my anxious fears subside; 
     Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

      Land me safe on Canaan’s side: 
        Songs of praises 

      I will ever give to thee. 
 
     Words Welsh, William Williams (1717-1791)   Music Cwm Rhondda 

     translated Peter Williams and others (1727-1796) John Hughes (1873-1932) 
 

 

 

Notices for the Community  
 § Sit 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

¶  Sending Out 

                  § Stand   

   The Lord be with you. 
All   and also with you. 
 
 

Solemn Blessing 
 

   May you bear with one another in complete selflessness,  
   gentleness and patience. 

All   Amen. 
 

   May you do all you can to preserve unity  
   by the peace that binds you together. 

All   Amen. 
 

   May you forgive each other as the Lord has forgiven you. 
All   Amen. 

 
   And the blessing of God almighty,  
   the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 

   be upon you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 
   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 

   Alla Marcia          John Ireland (1879-1962) 
 

   Please remain standing until the procession has departed 
 

   Those leaving immediately are asked to be aware of those who wish to listen to 
   the organ voluntary. 

 
 

                               
 

Collection – our response to God’s generosity 
 

We invite you to make a monetary offering towards the ministry and mission of St 

Matthew’s Church. You may do so using any of the following methods: 
 

Cash, cheques, stewardship envelopes - using the receptacle provided at the 
back of church. If you are a taxpayer please use the envelopes in the chairs, and fill 

out the details in order that our parish may also benefit from the Gift Aid (an extra 
25p for every pound given) associated with your giving.  

 
Contactless giving - using the terminal provided. Just press the button for the 

amount you wish to give - £5, £10, or £20, and then hold your bank card over the 
reader. 

 
Giving on your smart phone - using the QR code printed below. It gives you the 

option of any amount, Gift Aid, and making a regular payment.  
 
Giving online - click the donate button on the parish website or Facebook page and 

follow the instructions. 
 

  Your generosity is gratefully received. Thank you. 
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Our thanks are due to Anonymous Donor 5 
who has generously financed 

the production of this week’s service booklet. 

                             
 

 

 

This evening at 5.30 pm 
 

BCP Evening Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take this booklet home 

as an aid to prayer and reflection during the week, 

and then re-cycle it. 
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