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Services at the Parish Church of St Matthew

Sundays
10.15am The Parish Mass (sung)
5.30pm Evensong — according to The Book of Common Prayer

First Sunday in the month
10.15am All Age Mass for the Parish Family

5.30pm Choral Evensong

When the choir is on holiday (coinciding with school holidays and half terms)
Choral Evensong is replaced with Congregational Evensong

Second Sunday in the month

10.15am Laying on of hands and Sacrament of Anointing is
offered in the Lady Chapel
5.30pm Congregational Evensong
Third Sunday in the month
5.30pm Choral Evensong and Benediction

Fourth and Fifth Sundays in the month
5.30pm Congregational Evensong

Weekdays (during winter months of November to March, may be held in the Parish Centre)
Morning and Evening Prayer are said publicly at 9.00am and 5.30pm daily

Monday 7.00pm Mass (on Bank Holidays at 9.30am)
(Healing Mass and Devotions on the first Monday in the month)
Tuesday Currently suspended

Wednesday 12 noon Mass

Thursday 12 noon Mass

Friday 12 noon Mass

Saturday 9.30am Mass

(Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham followed by a Cell Meeting on the second
Saturday of the month)

Major Feast-Days Procession and Sung Mass at 7.30pm

(Always held in church. The morning Mass may be cancelled — refer to literature in church
and on website)

Sacrament of Reconciliation, commonly known as Confession, is celebrated in
the Lady Chapel by appointment with the clergy. They are also available for advice
and guidance on any matter of concem.

All aspects of the sacrament are in confidence.




Wor ship Calendar for May

Dat eObservance I ntention

1 Ss Philip and James, FApbbewieg in the footste
2 S At hanasi us, B, Dr Standing up for the trut
3 THE FI FTH SUNDAY OF BASTERri sh

4 The English Martyrs The Ministry of Healing
5 Feria Hope rooted in the promi
6 Feri a Living as a branch on th
7 Feri a The overriding | aw of | o0
8 Feri a Jesus s itend

9 of OLW The Shrine, Society, and

10 THE SI XTH SUNDAY OF @GASTE®&ri sh

11 Feria (Rogation Day)Dealing with religious a
12 Feri a OQur response to evil

13 Feri a Dealing with success and
14 THE ASCENSI ON OF THEOwuORDaith in the eternal
15 Feria Dealing with present sor
16 Feria The i mportance of baptis

17 THE SEVENTH SUNDAY ABUTERP&EAISTER

18 Feri a OQur problems today in re
19 S Dunstan, B The grace to speak truth
20 Feri a Our personal sense of mi
21 Feri a The pain of a divided Ch
22 Feri a Love in community:

23 the sigk pfe&edce

23 Mont hly Requi em The Faithful Departed
24 PENTECOST (WHI TSUNDAYhe founding of The Chur
25 Feri a Faith tested by trial

26 S Augustine, B The Archbishop of Canter
27 S Bede, Pr, Dr Learning from Church his
28 Feria Our response to a reques
29 Feri a Concern with externals
30 Of the BVM For | one mothers

31 TRINITY SUNDAY Deepening our wunderstand

The Church prays for the community daily.
Pl ease include these topics in your daily praye
1



May Pastor al Letter from the
Dear friends

A Quiet Hope in Troubled Ti mes

As we continue in the joy of Eastertide,
feabBAscensi on, Pent ecosit,hramwg hr rwhiidtly vBe
not only to believe more deeply, but to
in Christ.

The Ascension of the Lord lifts our gaze
worl d. I n Christ, our human nature is t
of the Cross are not erased, but gl ori fi
For those who endure quietly, who carry
amidst uncertainty, this feast speaks a
is not |l ossjobutl iffuée fhideéen now with Chr
And yet, our Lord does not | eave us to
Holy Spirit is poured out upon the Chur c
ani mating his peopl e. The Church is bor
effort, but as a |living body, sustained
in the sacraments, in the quiet promptir
when we feel we have little Il eft to give
Then, in the mystery of the Most Holy Tr
things: the perfect communion of Father,
domi nati on, no rivali own] yengouoadli-gsitgoerht@i ol no voef
l'ife of God is not power grasped, but |
isolation, but communion. And it is int
Set against this vision, the realities
are daily confronted with accounts of ¢
in Ukraine, in lran, and in so many pl ac
di mini shed, and | anguage itself pressed
There are times, if | may speak plainly,
There are days whenms ofwonr stphier istaukael -lwan do gee
one must fmonh aeawtyof indifference, but c
silence, for prayer.

And perhaps that, too, is a deeply Chri c
the whole weight of the world unaided, 1
which di minishes hope. Rat her, we are
the I'ife of God, in Word and Sacrament,
so that we may be renewed and strengt het



That part is not insignificant. I ndee
words are often careless or manipul ati
and graciously Where power i s misuse
whatever influence we have with humil:]
di mini shed, we are called to honour th
there is noise and confusion, we are ¢c
attentiveness. To live in this way is
is to bear witness, however simply, to
among us

The feasts of this month do not remove
remind us of the world as it is called
at work bringing all things to their f
grace to share in that work to live w
things, to reflect the life of the Fat

Be assured of my prayers for you all,
burdens at this time. May this month
deepening awaBe paes emnfc eGod

Your sincere friend and parish priest,

£ Nohdo

Brand New Chri st

On Easter Day, 5 April,
Mass of the Resurrectio
celebrated the Baptism |

Vittoria Fowl es, Kknown
Tilly and her mother Mal
been worshipping with u:
ti me. Pl ease remember |

your prayers.




't will soo@&@obesRen
that be Whitsunday
Does it matted& ?mat
i@ the same, but t s to
think a little dee
Pentecost, from th r 50
is 50 days after E /i sh
festival (much in
Harvest Festival). i LS, di sc
(women and men) were preparing to cel
Spirit destcemgeadl,bfrerei was the sound
wind, Peter preached and thousands be
The small number of women and men, hi
a |l arge number of women an@lemdarh, anpgle a
resurrection.
So why did it used to be Whitsunday?
Maybe from th&hioOlt € &Spgdpigd were often
then wearing white robes. OWi smdgime W
Sunddaly | ove this explanation because |
of the biblical account . Wi sdom Sund
vi ewed as the wisdom of God who gives
What ever we call it Pentecost is the
on God who gives wisdom and enables t
communi ty.
My prayer this Pentecost is that we a
for those who need it most and focus
wel come for all
The Venerabl e Alison Booker
Archdeacon of Oakham
Produced by the Dioces:s
The Palace, Peterboroug
Tel : 01733 8870

Emai | :

communi cat i-doinosc@pseet.eor rbgo.r uo



Weekday Scripture Readings |fo
Our weekday scripture readings, one frfqom
New Testament, taken froéwhtiktcédh 'wAaddictoingn al
the Church of England principally for Jus:¢
Fridayl Job 22.1 John -dnd 3
Saturday 1 Chronicl3®s 2%uk@e 3Bb. 13

Monday4 Genesissl815. 1 Romans-eh.dl3
Tuesday Deuteron-@afhy 8. Matthevwna. 19
Wednes@ayHosea -1143 . 4 1 Corintheads 1}5. 5
Thur sdiay Exodusl53. 1 Mar k 227. 18

Friday8 Ezekielendd6. 33 RomanslB. 1
Saturday | sai af2038. 9 Luke 24€0.d33
Mondayll Prover-h8 4.1 Philipplans 2.1
Tuesdaly2 | sai ahe®@. 12 Romanslb. 1
Wednesldaay2 Samueb 23.1 Col ossi amBs 42. 20]
Thur sdlady 2 Kinglss 2.1 Revelation 5
Fridayl5 1 Samueldal1l6.1 Matthew?77. 15

Satur dlady Number s-1¥1-2®6@8 1 Corinthians 2
Mondayl8 Numbers-ead. 15 1 Corinthians 3
Tuesdaly9 1 Samuel010.1 1 Corinthlidans 1]2. 1
Wednesad®myl King-$819.1 Matt hevendd 13
Thursdaly Ezekiel2011. 14 Matthewl®. 29
Friday22 Ezekiel2836.22 Matthew322.22
Satur da3dy Deuteronelnby 16J%9hn 136285
Monday25 Genesi 99 12.1 Romans-eh.dl 3
Tuesdad6 Genesi€213.1 Romans-ehal. 9
WednesdayGenesis 15 Romans8 4. 1

Thur sda8g Genesisl822.1 Hebrewsl911. 8
Friday29 |l saia# 51.1 John -é8nd 8

Satur daly Exodus-184. 1 Mar k-1B. 1

LT &2dz FNB 2ytAyS>Y I ySg FILOAtAGe €I G§te
{ ONR LJG dzNB ¢wS2 RAGEAE YR ASOf A0l 2yid2 +y AMNyR)
F2NJ 82dz gA0GK2dzi €2dz KFE@Ay3 (2 &SI NODK {§KNJ
+SNEA2YZY ' y3ftAO0OA&aSR /FTiK2ftAO 9RAa2Yy0®
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Chi ppings from the Vicar's W

May in the Parish

May brings with it tiheskaklome®ss$ opOyEapr
| iffaend a rich pattern of worship and par
toget her .

Al'l Agei SManddsay 3 May

Our next All Age Mass wil/l be on Sunday
are delighted to welcome our wuniformed
al | ages, as we gather in this joyful s

The Gospdl4ill4goihvnes us -t hvwose welddld afm Ide
way, the trua$pokerd athet Hd fleast Supper,
to us. Together we shalll reflect on f ai
sure way, and on the promise of an eter:!

May Bank Holidays
I n keeping with our longstanding custom,
May wi || be celebrated at 9. 30am in the

Pl ease e that there wild.l be no midda)
Ni chol a wi || be attending a College ¢
k e Risen Lord, they regret that
! o]

apol ogies for any inconvenierl

arochial TChwdaly Me&e tMiayg

unl i
once!

= o n

Annual
Our Annual Parochi al Church Meeting (p
will take place during the Parish Mass
moment in our common | ife: a chance to
al so when we elect churchwardens and m
vacancies this year, and wehewubddowdr m
consider serving (communicant members o
e

Pl ease do mak every effort to be prese

Guild of the ServanitTau ecsfd atyh el 2Savagt uar y

Members of the | ocal chapter of the Guil
er at &StonMaTtutehsedlay 12 May for an eve
t

time will appear in the weekly not

gat h
star

Ascensi onmhhiaysday 14 May

The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord,
Chr@ steturn to the Father and his exalte
it is a promise: that where he has gone,

There wild be a Parish Mass at 7.30pm.
do please make every effort to attend.



Ordination on Ascension Day

Al so on Ascension Day, the Revd Nicol a
Sai@Nosrt hampt on, wil be ordained to th
Ri chborough, the -BapReEvd Luke Il rvine

Pl ease keep Fr Nicol as, his family, an
prayers on this joyful and significant
Pari s Pilgrimagél8@2Wayl si ngham

h
Pl ease remember in your prayers those
i

pil gri mage tioo fWad s fienegdhléaemiN a z @i rf @ tohm
Monday 18 May to Friday 22 May.

Mass on Monday wil/ be at 9.30am, foll
pilgri ms. Pl ease note that the evenini

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, are c¢
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham h

prayer, healing, and renewal. The Soc
supports devotion to Our Lady, encour a
members to a |ife of pr alyienrc,| usda cnrga nehret
saying of the Angel us. A lamp burns c¢
members, who are remembered in prayer

know more about the Society, pl ease sp.
Wil son.

Mont hly RieSgautivernday 23 May

OQur monthly Requiem Mass wil|l be offer
the Lady Chapel

From the earliest days, Christians hav
t hem t&@ meordcy and | ove. I n the Requi en
those we haveikepedi ahtyl obhbse recent |
whose anniversaries fall at this time.
I n C&rdeaath and resurrection, death is
gateway to eternal i fe. This quiet a
remembrance, grief, and hope, af we coO
eternal care and are ourselves strengt

Pentecost and TRidannd y3 1S uMadya y
Pent ecofgteatheiodft i Bd st @ra,y falls on Sunc
day we celebrate the gifticegédthefelohgd

power at work within us, renewing and
There wild.| be a procession at the 10. 1
Congregational Evensong eatm,5th@prmhoiAs
singing that day.
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The following Sunday, 31 May, is Trini
mystery of one Godaitrhetrhr 6@nperasnanHHol vy
mystery not to be solved, but to be wo
shall mark the day with Solemn Chor al

Pl ease note that Fr Nicholas wild/l be o1

weekdays.

Children at Wor k!

Hee a photo of the daffodil painting i
the Prayer interaction on Mothering Sul
Drouet and her Junior Church children.

flowers used todadwroChartiesttmas sTme |
ch (pictured in the next article) wi
day. Rachael organised it and both
ating the fl owers. Junior Church cl
nted pamshesévwelasplaced on the wirt
candles to brighten up the church |

® ®Q ® > " D



From Cross to Res

The Story Continu.
At the beginning of Lent
see our Christmas treeii
not simply as a seasonal
a single unfolding story
tree that once stood adc
stripped back and reshap
reminding us that Christ
not separate moments, bt
God&@ | ove. ‘
Throughout Lent, that cr
focus for prayidramand arrefy.
now carrying a different
meaning.

At Easter, however, the
The same cross was transt
ti me through the creatiyv
of the parish, who dec
colour . Now placed in
cloth, it has become a
but of resurrection and
I n this simple yidtr omower
Christmas tree, to Lent
of 1ila fwe see the whole a
story held together in
was once stripped bare
again, echoing the prom
has the final word.

The photographs that accl
capture this transfor mat
of our parish community
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Meetings in May

Click emrthmendu, go to News
and t hen $t LMadtitehse wsr oup

\_

11 MayTracey WHiTthehd@8adhi ve
(There will be items

25 MayBank Hoéhbdamgeting

The full Spring/ Summer 2026
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Journey into Space
Jean Duncan

As | have been writing about the East el
foll owing the amazing journey of Artemi
spaceship rocketing into parts of the
seeing the moon from a totally differeil
and seeing the far side of the moon an:q
on earth! Just astonishing, amazing al
think of. At this moment [of writing]
earth so we pray all will be well

I have no desire to go into space; I wi
reaching impossible speeds. The views
would probably have my eyes cl osed. B
make theses space journeys, and even |
admiration. They are very brave and e
I have been ablf

i maginati on s u cis

through the desiy

aut hor Samant ha

bootkr bi.tall do

It to you. It Phegr

the author her

been to space, oo
journey round

portrayed cert °

i magination.

compelling rea Orbltal
drawn into the

described expe SAMANTHA HARVEY

ri sing and set

several ti mes ‘Sesaniag ... Aa
rocket hurtled e ,,(fi-l.-'::ﬁ.t-..:-kx
Honk Kong etc. R o v
before it beco schlevemear
taken over by et
expedition, an

enjoy it as mu

12



That

Young o
the gri

This is
baptise

Marilyn Moment!

r ol d, theé gior Isse eant tSt eNbigtotyh e vh |
| 1 es at téhe front of the church

Tilly taken on Easter Sunday b
d, and the | ate Ma% yheWNapdri satasa

Christmas Fayre.

bSEU
I 2y G NR
gKI G @
a2YSiK
tfSFas
2N SYI

2 K8y |

g2wik@lrT AyS

0dza2ya (2 2dz2NJ YF3IFTAYS I NB [ gl
2dz kK @2dzNJ INBdzIKI IG8B (kS D2 URIST (
Ay3a @82dzNBSE FTI 2dz2®G oNR (% AKIH AR
f SIFFS LI LIS TF@ANNAUEIND S 2 Y2 AY] AR
Af UfSa G2Yy2NIREVYRYSYX®a MB @ &@rd 6 3

gFrOKAY 3 LIK20G23INI LKA (G2 GKS §YI A

TY&2NIIKNI SYFAfS 20KSNpA&AS Al 2lvyal|dk

5SI Rt

ORAG2NKAS t I NJ SNJ

[ &2 dzi

AYS F2NJ GKS W b9 YIF3IILTAYS

'Y RDILINE REAW Z Y & (G SNJ

13


mailto:magazine@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

329St Matst hMuwigteid Girl gui di ng
Mandy Ludl ow

March was a busy and enjoyable mdnth f
Rai nbows, Brownies and Guides. As al w
everyone could take part, regardless o
options. Our coaches ensured that no
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LeadéPtanning Evening

Our | eaders gat@Behedsat fGeormgipmaductiyv
Al ongsi de pizza and desserts, we discu:
help three Brownies and a Rainbow achi
evenings and hopefully some good weath
towards the Eco Award, encouraging eve
sustainability. The planning evening

and make sure our programme offers som

Holy Saturday Caf® Guid

On Holy Saturday, Caf® i ded
pari shioners cleaning t To
everyone, goody bags we ul |y
sliced hot cross bun, |j and
This meant each person . the
ti me, whether fasting o ‘efer
I't is these small acts of kindness and
Whet her supporting those who help keep
every girl receives a snack bag and Ea
inclusion and support.

I

SUNDAY 3% MAY 2026
11.15AM - 12.30PM
ST MATTHEW’S PARISH CENTRE
27A THE DRIVE, NORTHAMPTON NN1 4RY

SERVING HOME COOKED FOOD - JACKET
POTATOES, BACON ROLLS AND SAUSAGE
BAPS
HOME MADE CAKES

FRESH FILTER COFFEE ALONG WITH LATTE’S
AND CAPPUCCINO, A WIDE SELECTION OF
\\ TEAS, YUMMY HOT CHOCOLATE TOO

hj OUR LUNCHTIME SPECIALS AVAILABLE TOO

LS )
b y 3

B\ X
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Caf® Gui des Reci

I started to think abo uss \ S W
Aprijlust right for sittigretea ’ . g
l unch. R e d

Potted Smoked Fi sh

I ngredients

i 225gm/ 6oz smoked haddock

i 225gm/ 60z smoked macker el

i 4 tbl sptgrreekogurt

i 2 teaspoons |l emon juice

1 2 tblsp parsley, finely chopped

i 150g/ 60z peeled prawns, defrosted i f

1 50g/ 20z butter

i Bay |l eaves or | emon wedges to serve

Met hod

1. Poach the smoked haddock in a shallc
to cover To check thatiiitt s ho wlod kfe
easily. Drain well, allow it to coc
skin or bones.

2. Remove the skin from and any bones f
the fish into a mixing bowl and f 1l ak
haddock, yogurt, l emon juice and mo:

3. Divide the mixture between 6 indiVvic
prawns, piling into the middle.

4. Melt the butter then drizzle over ti
|l emon slice to each pot and scatter
unt i | ready to serve, then use to sy
and butter.

The above
bonus rec
Dayenjoy!
16
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e same as



Easy Soda Bread
Il ngredients

170g/ 60z whol emeal flour
170g/ 60z plain flour, plus extra for

I tsp salt
I tsp bicarbonate of soda

=A =4 =A =4

i 290ml / 10f°f | o0z buttermilKk

Met hod

M® Preheat the oven to 200C/180C Fan/ Ge

H® Tip the flours, salt and bicarbonat e
Make a well i the centre and pour i
with a |l arge fork to form a soft dol
absorbency of the flour, you may nee
seems too stiff but it should not b

O® Turn onto a lightly floured surface
round and flatten the dough sl ightl
baking sheet.

4. Cut a cross on the top and bake for
sounds holl ow when tapped. Cool on

Takin

Br e@ak

Some of
@vor ke a k 1%
a weatn
tea bre
church
on Holy
Saturda
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/wholemeal_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/plain_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/salt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/bicarbonate_of_soda
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/buttermilk
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the Church has a duty to do all it reac
environment for everyone.

I't is important to say plainly that whe
are required, they are mandatory. The)
something to be done only if convenient
paid or a volunteer. Safeguarding is |

[

requirements are part of that commit me

I have already begun contacting those \

training and/ or a DBS check, and | wil
weeks and months, so please do not be
is simply part of making sure that the
people are properly supported in meeti:
I't is also important to remember that ¢
are neotf fomeatters. They need to be ren
i mportant that we keep them up to date
somet hing done once and then forgotten
enhanced DBS certificate, signing up t ¢
very good idea, as it ca make future
Some people may understandably feel th:
formalities, or may be unsure about wh:
is helpful, accessible and relevant. [
to recogni s concerns, respond appropr.i
responsibilities. DBS checks are al so
and safer working, hel ping to ensure t1l
As a pari sh, I hope we can continue to
understood and taken seriously by ever:
the necessary requirements, but also bl
spoken about naturally and openly. Go «
assuming the worst about peopl e. [t 0
protecting the vulnerable, supporting
that our church is a safe and wel comi ng¢
Thank you in advance to everyone who el

ocesses and safer practdceespOafseé duar
it is one of the ways we put our faith
compassionate ways.
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Need advice or want to raise a concern
I f you have a safeguarding concern, or
Parish Safeguarding Officer via the sa
or speak to Ben Drouet in person. Me s
monitored daily. You may al so contact
Safeguarding Team directly if you woul
parish |l evel first.

-

Di ocese

of Peterborough Safeguarhng T

Emai | safeguardidng@estenbagr akgh
Direct lines: 01733 887040 / 01733] 887
The Diocese of
I ndependent support Peterborough
Safe Spaces: 0300 303 .
Emai | safespaces@vic Safeguardmg "lg. uk
I f someone is in i mmediate danger, cal
Christian Aid We iy
Girlie Frankl in X‘i:fﬁt:lf“"“
Whil e praising God for Dﬁ his
must unite to support o : ‘ i gh
are | ocked in a painful “1'e agaifnst
Nairobi's informal settl ement, mo s p a
earn money today, their family wil!/ go
of fer aspiring farmers the tools afd t
This year, we wil/ have only one eyent
Saturday. 23TMay will take pl aParishthe
Centre fr-b2n. A®. 00
The red envelopes willSbredgy veh MNRaWwasas
return to the ParishSoOhffage3dbrMagyyv it
Pl ease support this worthy cause i y 0
Thank you
Girlie
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The Parish Church of St Matthew

Sunday 3 May

10.15am

All Age Mass
for the Parish Family

5.30pm
Choral Evensong

The Parish Church of St Matthew
Thursday 14 May

ASCENSION
OF THE LORD

7.30pm The Parish Mass

a
b n\.\:

The Parish Church of St Matthew

Sunday 24 May

PENTECOST

10.15am
The Parish Mass

5.30pm

Solemn Congregational Evensong

The Parish Church of St Matthew
Sunday 31 May
TRINITY SUNDAY

10.15am
The Parish Mass

5.30pm
Solemn Choral Evensong
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RESERVE A TABLE
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NOW OPEN
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Monday 15:00 - 23:00
Tuesday Closed

Wednesday to Sunday 15:00 - 23:00



DECEMBER 18TH
ST MATTHEWS

-

b

THE GEORGE MICHAEL SINGERS

You HAVE BEEN LOVED

4

FEATURING MUSIC FROM
FAiTH LIVE
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www.dailybread.co.uk

Vegetarian - Vegan - Wholefoods - Organic
Fairtrade - Special Dietary needs

Refill Station in store
Food
Bodycare
Household Cleaning

Shop in Store or Buy Online
for collection or delivery

The Old Laundry, Bedford Road, Northampton NN4 7AD

Open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm

A Christian Workers Co-operative supporting the local community and the wider world.
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w
Parish Giving Scheme = r%,'

)—>| o
The Parish Giving Scheme exists to allow members % c
of the St Matthewds comm ty A0 st
and work of the Parish, and the upkeep of our church % a
through regular giving. It provides our principal source ﬁ z
of income and helps us meet our main financial 2 o
commitments, including our contribution towards the « g ;
Di ocesan Common Fund ( t; Rarzi-=s h &

costs of our employees.

The Scheme is the most tax efficient way of contributing to the church
because contributions may be eligible for Gift Aid (raising your donation by
25% at no cost to either you or St

There are two methods of payment av
by weeklynumbered envelopes via the collection plate. The amount that you
give is entirely confidential and is known only to the lay people who
administer the Scheme.

If you are interested in learning more or in joining the Scheme, please speak
to our Stewardship Recorder Polly Matthews. She can be contacted via the
Parish Office as below.

Polly Matthews
<office@stmatthewsorthampton.org.uk>



